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Southern Arizona Chapter AGO, 1937Southern Arizona Chapter AGO, 1937Southern Arizona Chapter AGO, 1937---201720172017   
80th Anniversary Celebration Weekend80th Anniversary Celebration Weekend80th Anniversary Celebration Weekend   

April 28April 28April 28---30, 201730, 201730, 2017   
Congratulations SAAGO!Congratulations SAAGO!Congratulations SAAGO!   

EVENTS 
Friday and Saturday events take place at  

Northminster Presbyterian Church 
2450 E. Fort Lowell Rd. 

 
 

Friday, April 28 
5:30 Meet and greet friends before dinner, Fellowship 

Hall 
6:00 Catered dinner by Andrew’s Catering Co., 

Fellowship Hall 
7:30 Prelude recital presented by Kevin Seal, Roy 

Johnson AGO Scholarship recipient, followed 
immediately by a vesper service in the sanctuary.  
John Brobeck will serve as service organist and 
Pamela Decker will play the postlude. 

 
Saturday, April 29 
9:00 District meeting of deans, sub-deans, district 

convener and the regional councilor, Grundstrom 
Room, Multipurpose Building 

11:45 Members’ Recital, Sanctuary 
1:00 Al fresco lunch courtesy of the chapter in the 

Rowley Courtyard 
 
Sunday, April 30 
2:30  Mildred Flood Mahoney Memorial Organ Recital, 

Joel Pierce, Holsclaw Hall, University of Arizona 
 Reception following in Holsclaw Hall 
 
DINNER, PROGRAM AND VESPER SERVICE 

Our special dinner guests will be Michael Bedford, 
National AGO President, Matthew Burt, West Region 
Councillor and Kristin Prouty, District Convener for 
Arizona/Southern Nevada.    Michael Bedford will speak 
briefly and bring greetings from national. 

 
 
The committee hopes you will invite your clergy to join us 
for this event.  The Reverend John Cheek, Northminster 
Associate Pastor, will serve as chaplain at the dinner and 
officiate at the service following.   
 
Cost for the catered dinner is only $10 per person, with 
the cost being partially underwritten by the chapter. 
 
Make your dinner reservations no later than April 17.  
Complete the reservation form on page 4 and mail it with 
your check to: 
 

Janet Tolman 
5266 North Tigua Drive 
Tucson, AZ 85704-3740 

Complete the Dinner and Lunch 
Reservation Form on page 4 

Can you name anybody or guess the date or location? 

http://www.saago.org
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AMERICAN GUILD  
OF ORGANISTS 
 
SOUTHERN ARIZONA  
CHAPTER 
P.O. Box 31315 
Tucson, AZ 85751-1315 
 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
DEAN & PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS 
Douglas Leightenheimer    910-515-2404     
dleightnc@aol.com 
 
SUB-DEAN & PROGRAMMING 
Sara Tobe          419-953-5260 
tobes@email.arizona.edu 

PAST DEAN 
Dennis Grannan                903-8052 
lucky2825@yahoo.com 

SECRETARY & TREASURER 
David Horr  822-7808 
dahorr@comcast.net  
MEMBERSHIP 
Michael Koss 695-4977 
MichaelPKossPhd@gmail.com 

PLACEMENT & ADVERTISING 
Dhira Mahoney 325-1360 
Dhira.Mahoney@asu.edu  
HOSPITALITY 
Joyce Swinehart 207-0785 
joyceehart@gmail.com 

EDITOR, THE CYPHER 
Dusty Johnson 323-7856 
skj5@cox.net 

PUBLICITY 
Stephen Keyl                 747-2618 
skeyl@cox.net 

LIAISON, UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA  
Pamela Decker                  327-2169  
pdecker@email.arizona.edu 

MEMBER-AT-LARGE 
Grahame Davis  487-8906  
onlypipes@dakotacom.net 

CHAPLAIN 
The Reverend David Hedges 
dhedges@stmichael.net 886-7292  

ARIZONA/SOUTHERN NEVADA DISTRICT 
CONVENER 
Kristin Prouty                    480-626-0471 
kristin.holtonprouty@gmail.com 
 

AGO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR           NATIONAL PRESIDENT           WEST REGION COUNCILOR 
    James Thomashower                 John Walker                   Mathew Burt 
         212-870-2311                410-244-8424                  650-283-7512 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The CYPHER 
80TH ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL EDITION 

 
 
Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor 520-323-7856 
  

Deadline for the May Issue is April 15 
 

Please email information to 
  

Dusty Johnson, editor, at skj5@cox.net by the published deadlines.  You may 
also send it via U.S. mail. 
 

Advertising space available  
 Full page, $150; Half page (horizontal), $100 

Quarter page (vertical), $75; Business card size, $50 
Contact Dhira Mahoney, Advertising chair (Dhira.Mahoney@asu.edu ) 

 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Chapter members are invited to submit information about their 
special programs to be included in The CYPHER.  If you have 
programs you would like included, we would like to hear from you!  
Please send program descriptions, along with pertinent information—
title, date, location, time, brief description, cost, and photos—to Dusty 
Johnson, CYPHER editor.  The information will appear in the print 
edition as well as in the online edition.  Material may be edited as 
needed.  

mailto:Garmon.ashby@stphilipstucson.org
mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
mailto:Dhira.Mahoney@asu.edu
mailto:Marloucb@aol.com
mailto:pdecker@email.arizona.edu
mailto:dhedges@stmichael.net
mailto:paulshesselink@peoplepc.com
mailto:Dhira.Mahoney@asu.edu
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Dear Friends: 

The month of April is a special one for the SAAGO as we 
celebrate the 80th anniversary of the birth of our chapter.  
The American Guild of Organists was founded in New 
York City in 1896. The Southern Arizona Chapter was 
established 41 years later in April of 1937 and has been 
in existence for two-thirds of the life of the guild itself. 

Our chapter has a very rich history that we will 
commemorate with a weekend-long celebration Friday, 
April 28 – Sunday, April 30.  This special anniversary 
issue of The Cypher contains detailed information about 
the celebration, and I trust that all of you will attend at 
least a part of if not all the events of the weekend.  
Among our special guests are National President, 
Michael Bedford; Regional Councillor, Matthew Burt; and 
District Convener, Kristin Holton Prouty. 

A special-thank you to all who have been and will be 
involved in making this celebration happen, especially the 

Celebration Committee:  Janet Tolman and Kathryn 
Snodgrass, co-chairs; Stardust (Dusty) Johnson and 
Maxine Fifer.  These individuals share a long history with 
the chapter and have worked hard to plan this wonderful 
celebration. 

Please read these pages carefully, respond promptly to 
the reservation deadlines, and be a part of this wonderful 
weekend that will be another thread in the wonderful 
history of the SAAGO. 

Blessings— 
Dean Doug 

Message from your 80th Message from your 80th Message from your 80th 
Anniversary Celebration Committee Anniversary Celebration Committee Anniversary Celebration Committee  
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

We have been honored and excited to serve you as the 
committee tasked with planning this distinguished 
milestone in our chapter.  In our meetings together we 
have shared many memories of past members and 
programs, along with healthy does of laughter.  Our desire 
is that you will join us in the celebration events, rejoicing in 
our chapter’s journey through time, remembering those 
who contributed much to our history and acknowledging 
those who are still in our midst. 

Maxine Fifer 
Dusty Johnson 

Kathryn Snodgrass 
Janet Tolman 

Message from the dean . . .Message from the dean . . .Message from the dean . . . 



-4- 

 80th Anniversary events continued 80th Anniversary events continued 80th Anniversary events continued  
INFORMAL MEMBERS’ RECITAL 
As part of our weekend of celebration, your Celebration 
Committee has scheduled a recital by members on 
Saturday, April 29.  We don’t see this as a concert; rather, 
it’s a time for chapter members to play for about 5 minutes 
or so.  We’re limiting the music portion to about an hour 
and all members are welcome to play.  This would be a 
great time to perform music composed by a current or 
former member of the Guild.    

Contact Janet Tolman for a list of chapter published 
composers and to let the committee know that you would 
like to participate.  This is an opportunity for us to support 
each other in a relaxed atmosphere and to enjoy the music. 

Please contact Janet Tolman no later than April 15 to let 
her know you would like to perform.  As of this date, we 
know the following people will perform:  Michael Case, 
David Gay, David Horr, Dennis Grannan, Michael Koss, 
Lynn Moser, Carolyn Smith, Sara Tobe and Janet Tolman.   
To arrange for practice time, please contact Beth Hopkirk 
at Northminster, 327-7121. 

 

 
AL FRESCO LUNCHEON 
The chapter, with the wonderful assistance of our 
hospitality chair, Joyce Swinehart, is preparing a tasty  
lunch to follow the Members’ Recital.  This will be a time to 
visit with fellow members and enjoy the hospitality of the 
chapter.  Use the reservation form to reserve a space. 
 
MILDRED FLOOD MAHONEY RECITAL AND 
RECEPTION 
 
Joel Pierce, a master’s degree candidate 
in organ performance studying with 
Pamela Decker, will present a program of 
French and German organ literature, 
including works by Lübeck, Louis-Nicolas 
Clérambault, J.S. Bach and Louis Vierne.  
This program in tribute to Mildred Flood 
Mahoney will highlight music from 
celebrated traditions in organ repertoire. 
 
Reception in the Hall Lobby is graciously hosted by Dhira 
Mahoney. 

Celebrate SAAGO 80th Anniversary—1937-2017 
Dinner and Lunch Reservation Form 

Northminster Presbyterian Church, 2450 E. Ft. Lowell, Tucson, AZ 
Reservations need to be made by April 17. 

 
FRIDAY, April 28, Dinner in Fellowship Hall, 6 pm. ($10 each—includes entrée, salad, beverage, dessert) 
Please arrive early to meet and greet friends. 
            
Please print clearly 
1)_______________________________________________Chicken Sonoma____Vegetarian Entrée____  $10 
  First Name   Last Name        
 
2)_______________________________________________Chicken Sonoma____Vegetarian Entrée____  $10 
  First Name   Last Name        
 
3)_______________________________________________Chicken Sonoma____Vegetarian Entrée____  $10 
  First Name   Last Name        
 
4)_______________________________________________Chicken Sonoma____Vegetarian Entrée____  $10 
   First Name   Last Name     

Total Enclosed $_____________ 
 
Please mail this form and payment of $_______ no later than April 17 (checks made payable to SAAGO) 

Send to Janet Tolman, 5266 N. Tigua Drive, Tucson, AZ 85704-3740 
 
SATURDAY, April 29, Al Fresco Luncheon in the Rowley Courtyard, courtesy of the chapter 

 Number attending______________________________  
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 What’s Your Story? 
Maxine Fifer .  When Earl and I moved from Lincoln, NE to 
Tucson in 1964, I immediately “scouted around” for a 
private organ teacher. All roads led to Roy Johnson, 
followed by AGO membership (with a number of positions 
held along the way). Such camaraderie! Such wonderful 
friends! And then there’s the music too!   That’s my story.   
 
David Gay.  Spring 1987 St Andrew's Episcopal Church 
acquired a new Shoenstein pipe organ.   Soon after Fr. 
Charles, rector and a University colleague, signed me up 
as substitute organist.  Over the summer  he would ask me 
"Would you take the job permanently?"   I would put him 
off.  I'd done lot of substitute work but hadn't held a 
permanent position since graduate school.  How could I?  
The end of summer came and he twisted my arm: "David, I 
would like you to be St Andrew's organist and choir 
director."  Fr. Charles was hard to turn down.  And I caved.  
That fall, Kathryn Baker Snodgrass, a friend of Fr. Charles, 
said it was time for me to become a member of the AGO.  
Kathryn was also hard to turn down.  I caved again.  In 
retrospect, what seemed like an L-shaped turn in my life, 
seems so natural now.  I stayed at St. Andrew's for 11 
years.  I became a dedicated member of the local AGO 
chapter --- 6 years on the board, performer for 4 
Showcases, member of the Conclave program committee, 
co-organizer of two organ crawls (one of these with 
Kathryn!). . .    I acquired lots of organist colleagues as 
good friends.   I read The American Organist cover-to-
cover within a day after it arrived.  And, I became close 
friends with Kathryn.  Life is good.   

David Horr.  For many years, I was a member of the 
Huntington (WV) Chapter of the AGO.  Shortly after moving 
to Tucson in January 2009, I transferred my membership to 
the Southern Arizona Chapter.  At a reception following the 
opening program at Northminster Presbyterian in 
September 2010, I introduced myself to Jeffrey Campbell, 
who was then Dean of the Chapter.  We had a nice 
discussion, during which he mentioned the Board was 
looking for a secretary.  My offer to volunteer was quickly 
accepted, and I attended my first Board meeting on 
October 27 of that year.  In July 2011, Wes Green 
announced his desire to resign as treasurer of the Chapter 
after many years of faithful service.  I told Jeffrey I would 
help out with accounting duties in the interim.  I guess I did 
a satisfactory job.  At the Board meeting the following 
November, I was appointed the treasurer in addition to 
being secretary of the Chapter.  Being involved in SAAGO 
has been a rewarding experience.  It has been my pleasure 
to work with talented colleagues.  I am grateful for the 
opportunity to do whatever I can to help keep this 
wonderful organization alive and well. 

Dusty Johnson. My story began in 1966 when I moved to 
Tucson with Roy, who had been appointed to teach organ 
and music theory at the University of Arizona.  Since Roy 
was immediately active in the chapter (served as dean 
twice), I tagged along to almost everything, including 
attending national and regional conventions and getting to 
know most of the Tucson organists.  It’s been a blessing to 

me to be a part of the organ community even though I’m 
not an organist, but I am certainly an organ aficionado!  I’ve 
held several guild positions over the years and have been 
involved in the leadership of a national conference in 
memory of Roy and a regional convention.  So, that’s my 
story. 

Cathie Kennedy.  The organ has always been a part of my 
life, even as a child when I would sit on the organ bench 
with my grandmother while she accompanied worship 
services.  Away from everyday responsibilities, the music 
filled my heart with joy and cleansed my soul.  As a 
member of Catalina UMC, I was involved with the recent 
rebuilding of the organ and, and as an architect, was 
concerned that the design of the new facade be 
complementary to the rectilinear design of the space and 
entire church campus.  Working with our church organist 
and staff, builders, etc., the project came alive as we 
prepared the pipe chamber, mechanical room, sanctuary, 
and members for the return of our organ.   Catalina UMC 
members will forever be in celebration of the inspirational 
sacred music provided by our church organist for worship 
and outstanding performances by visiting organists.  .  
Today I am a member of SAAGO, not as a musician but 
because of...musicians, who accompany worship, perform 
in recitals and concerts at the organ, an extraordinary 
instrument.  Because the organ has always been a part of 
my life, it is an honor to be a member of SAAGO. I am 
grateful for and appreciate the music and traditions of your 
discipline...you are fantastic organists!!   Thank you. 

Doug Leightenheimer. I first joined the AGO in 1983 as a 
graduate student at Westminster Choir College.  Little 
could I have imaged that, 29 years later, I would return to 
graduate school once again!  I moved to Tucson in 2012 to 
begin the DMA program at UA and transferred my 
membership to the Southern Arizona Chapter.  In 2014 I 
became Chair of Professional Concerns, and, in 2016, 
added Dean to my list of responsibilities.  Along the way in 
my 34-year journey with the guild, I have served in various 
capacities including Dean of the Sarasota-Manatee 
Chapter in Florida and the Wilmington Chapter in North 
Carolina.  The guild has always been a big part of my 
professional life, and it is an honor to be a part of the 
ongoing history of this great chapter. 

Lynn Moser.  For my story, I don’t remember exactly what 
my first AGO meeting was, but I do recall that I felt like I 
had an immediate group of friends who have been so 
supportive over the years! One of my favorite memories is 
when the chapter worked with a classroom of children from 
Carrillo Elementary School teaching them about the organ 
and the children had a field trip to St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church to see the organ firsthand.  Other favorite 
memories are the Regional Conclave that our chapter 
hosted in January of 2008 and the community-wide service 
that we presented in commemoration of 9/11. 

Carolyn Smith.  My association with SAAGO goes back to 
the 1980s when I began studying organ with Dr. Roy 
Johnson. I was Carolyn Bean back then, had studied 
microbiology and knew very little of the organ world.  So 
what an education SAAGO was!   What I remember most 
was the laughter!  And, of course, enjoyment of the music.  
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 Stories continued. . . 
Janet Pflugradt (Tolman), Kay Carr and Kathryn Snodgrass 
welcomed me first, friendships developed, and great 
memories! 

Kathryn Baker Snodgrass.  I have been a member of 
AGO since 1964 when I was in school at the University of 
Western Ontario in London, Canada.  My organ teacher 
insisted on my joining, which I did.  I have also been a 
member in the Rochester, New York, chapter and now for 
many years, the Southern Arizona chapter.  Since joining in 
1964, I have attended a national or regional convention 
(with 4 years exception) every year since.  It's just a part of 
my life.  That's my little story; what's yours? 

Sara Tobe.  I’ve been an AGO member since 2007. I 
joined the Toledo, OH chapter after some encouragement 
from my organ teacher at the time, Kevin McGill. I 
remained a member of that chapter through my 
undergraduate degree at Bowling Green State University.  

 

 

When I decided to come here for my Master’s, I 
immediately joined this chapter, knowing that even though I 
was no longer an organ major I still wanted to be involved 
in the organ community. Lo and behold, here I am four 
years later, an organ major again and your sub-dean! 

Janet Pflugradt Tolman.  I was working in the office of the 
Dean of Graduate Studies at the University of Arizona in 
1980.  A lovely young woman came into the office, seeking 
some information.  We struck up a conversation.  Lo and 
behold, we learned we are both organists, with her being a 
student in the School of Music.  Her name: Kathryn Baker 
(later Snodgrass).  She invited me to attend an SAAGO 
meeting with her, so I went to her apartment near campus, 
where I joined Tom Orr and her and traveled to my very 
first SAAGO meeting.  I was hooked!  Kathryn and I have 
been friends ever since and have shared rooms at national 
and regional conventions over the years. That’s my story. 

 



-7- 

 
 

SAAGO Historic Photos—see these photos projected during dinner* 

Dr. Barnes is a nationally 
known organist and organ 
architect and has played 
dedicatory recitals for 
churches and colleges in cities 
nationwide.  He is playing this 
evening for the members and 
friends of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church in memory of his life-
long friend, Rollin M. Pease, in 
whose name he gave Trinity 
the new console. 

*Photo DVD created for our 70th anniversary 
by Maxine Fifer.  
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Murray Harris Organ, 
Bisbee 

Camil Van Hulse, SAAGO member, composer, founding conductor of TSOCamil Van Hulse, SAAGO member, composer, founding conductor of TSOCamil Van Hulse, SAAGO member, composer, founding conductor of TSO 
 
Left: 
The 1969 November issue of 
the Diapason announced that 
this week is Camil Van Hulse 
Week, in honor of the 
internationally known Tucson 
composer.  Recital 11 19 59 by 
Charles Shaffer, brilliant young 
organist at First Presbyterian 
Church, Hollywood CA, at 
Catalina Methodist Church. 
 
 
Below: 
Life Membership Award 
‘50 years ago I sat in the 
trenches facing Germans, not 
knowing whether I’d be alive 
the next minutes.  If anyone 
had approached me then even 
hinting that I’d be living in 1966, 
and that I’d be composing 
music, I’d have thought he was 
out of his mind.  But truth is 
stranger than fiction.” 

Camille Van Hulse 
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Publication Information: The Cypher is a bimonthly newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is distributed to chapter members, organists of churches in Tucson and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, and Washington as well as Korea, Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, Australia). Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request the printed version will 
receive The Cypher via email. Send information for publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email 
skj5@cox.net, or to 2215 E 2nd St., Tucson, AZ 85719-4930. Please type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views 
expressed in any of the pieces herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern Arizona 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, its officers or members.  
 
 
 

 
Southern Arizona Chapter 
American Guild of Organists 
P.O. Box 31315 
Tucson AZ 85751-1315 
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