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Sunday, September 22, 5 p.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 
602 N. Wilmot Road 
Dinner:  $10 per person 
 

Join us for the first program of 
the 2019-2020 season which 
features a festive meet and greet 
social time, a delicious catered 
dinner, a brief membership 
meeting, an introduction to free 
electronic music resources  by 
Lars Andersen, and convention 
reports by our members who 
attended various regional 
conventions—Kathryn 
Snodgrass, Larry Grove, Dennis 
Grannan and Larry Kuipers.  Sub 
Dean, Jared Aragón, will also 
present a brief recounting of his 
recent organ performance tour. 
It’s an opportunity to get to hear 
about the inspiring conventions for those who were unable to attend and to 
know—or become reacquainted with—your fellow chapter members over a 
delicious dinner.   Spouses and partners are welcome, as are potential 
chapter members!   
 

Please plan to attend the opening meeting of the 2019-2020 season! 
 

Please reserve your space and the number attending by contacting  
Doug Leightenheimer (dleightnc@aol.com or 910-515-2404) by Monday, 
September 16.  $10 per person.  When making dinner reservations, please 
specify requests for vegetarian or vegan meals.   

 

Programs at a glance 
through November 16  

 

Admission or suggested 
donation for some events 

 

 
 

Opening  Meeting and Dinner 
Sunday, Sept. 22, 5 p.m.. 
St. Michael and All Angels 

Church 
 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Sat., Oct. 12, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Trinity Presbyterian Church  
 

SAAGO Showcase Concert 
Sunday, Oct 13, 4 p.m. 
Trinity Presbyterian Church  
 

Ji Sun Lee, Organ, and 
Michael Lich, Guitar  
Friday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
 

Chris Fresolone, Organ 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills 

Episcopal Church  
 

Larry Kuipers, Organ 
Roy Johnson Series 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, U of A 
 

Duruflé Requiem 
Saturday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills 

Episcopal Church  
 

Shin-Young Lee, Organ 
Friday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist 

Church 
 

Non-Winded Organ Crawl 
Saturday, Nov. 16, 10:30 a.m. 

Tanque Verde Lutheran 
Church, St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church, 
Resurrection Lutheran  
Church  

 

Opening Meeting—Social, Dinner, Free 

Electronic Music Resources & Convention Reports 

 

 

 

The CYPHER 
Newsletter of the Southern Arizona Chapter 

             American Guild of Organists 

    

Volume 39, Number 1 

September 2019 

 

Chapter Website:  www.saago.org     

 
RENEW YOUR AGO MEMBERSHIP BY SEPTEMBER 13 
so that your name and contact information will appear 
in the 2019-2020 membership booklet.   

 

Please see article on page 10 for 
additional information.   

mailto:dleightnc@aol.com
http://www.saago.org
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Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor 520-323-7856 
 skj5@cox.net 

 

Deadlines for the 2019-2020 season are 
September 15 
October 15 
November 15 
December 15 
January 15 
February 15 
March 15 
April 15 
 

Please email information to 
  
Dusty Johnson, editor, at skj5@cox.net by the published deadlines.  You may 
also send it via U.S. mail. 
 

Advertising space available  
 Full page, $150; Half page (horizontal), $100 

Quarter page (vertical), $75; Business card size, $50 
Contact Dhira Mahoney, Advertising chair (Dhira.Mahoney@asu.edu ) 

 
 

 

 

NOTE:  Chapter members are invited to submit information about their 
special programs to be included in The CYPHER.  If you have 
programs you would like included, we would like to hear from you!  
Please send program descriptions, along with pertinent information—
title, date, location, time, brief description, cost, and photos—to Dusty 
Johnson, CYPHER editor.  The information will appear in the print 
edition as well as in the online edition.  Material may be edited as 
needed.  

T o play only what is written is the domain of science. To 

realize what is not written is the domain of art. 
—Jean Langlais. 

mailto:jrdscrgn@gmail.com
mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
mailto:Garmon.ashby@stphilipstucson.org
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
mailto:Marloucb@aol.com
mailto:pdecker@email.arizona.edu
mailto:kdkcck@hotmail.com
mailto:dhedges@stmichael.net
mailto:paulshesselink@peoplepc.com
mailto:Dhira.Mahoney@asu.edu
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Dear Southern Arizona Chapter Members,  
 
I hope you had a great summer.  It’s hard to believe 
summer is winding down already—seems it just 
started.  With the end of summer comes the typical fall 
season of busier scheduling and higher demands on 
our time.  I’m feeling the “crunch” just thinkin’ bout it.  
 
We have an exciting lineup of programs planned for 
this year---to which everyone is cordially invited--- 
beginning with our opening event which will take place 
on Sunday evening, September 22, beginning with a 
social at 5:00 p.m. followed by dinner at 5:30.  The 
cost of the dinner is $10.00 and reservations should be 
made by September 16; to make a reservation, please 
contact Doug Leightenheimer (dleightnc@aol.com or 
910-515-2404).   Following dinner, anyone who 
attended an AGO/OHS convention this past summer is 
invited to give a report.  Lars Andersen will also offer a 
brief presentation on free electronic music resources 
for organ and choir.  The venue for this event is St. 
Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, 602 N. 
Wilmot Rd., Tucson, AZ 85711.  PLEASE PLAN TO 
ATTEND.  
 
Perhaps the most important event of the year follows 
on October 12 at which time we will hold our annual 
Pedals/Pipes/Pizza gathering from 10:00 a.m. till 2 
p.m.  This will take place at Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, 400 E. University Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85705 
(where Lynn Moser is organist).  Do you know a young 

person who has some keyboard skills and who might 
be interested in learning about the organ?  Please 
spread the word about this unique opportunity to 
enlighten young people about the wonderful world of 
the organ.  The youth are the future.   
 
On the very next day, Sunday, October 13, we will 
have our annual Showcase Concert which will also 
take place at Trinity Presbyterian Church at 4:00 p.m.  
This year the concert will feature the organ and other 
instruments; our chapter members who will participate 
are Lynn Moser, David Gay, Carolyn Smith, Diane 
Green, as well as several other instrumentalists.  The 
program will be followed by a light reception at which 
time you can greet the performers.  Please come and 
support our chapter members with your presence. 
   
There will be one AGO event/program for you to attend 
every month.  I will certainly remind you of these as 
they draw nigh.  There is a wide variety of events for 
you to enjoy. The most important part of the 
programming is that you be there!  For our chapter to 
continue to host world-class programs, we need to 
have a good audience for the events!  Each of these 
programs will have wide audience appeal, so bring a 
friend or two with you. 
 
Warmest regards, 
 

Dean Larry Kuipers 

mailto:dleightnc@aol.com
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Pedals, Pipes and Pizza  
Saturday, Oct. 12, 10 am—2 p.m. 
Trinity Presbyterian Church 
400 E. University Blvd. 
FREE 
 

This is a very special program designed for middle-, 
high school and adult music students to introduce them 
to the pipe organ.  Attendees get to explore the inner 
workings of the instrument and to receive individual 
instruction on the organ. 
 
The day begins with a 
demonstration piece, 
continues with exploration of 
the instrument, a pizza lunch 
and concludes with a 
student performance.  All 
students will have the 
opportunity to play the three-
manual, McDowell organ. It 
is a wonderful opportunity 
those who enroll to be 
exposed to the “king of 
instruments” literally since a 
part of the workshop 
includes a performance of  
“Rex, the King of Instruments.”  Parents and friends are 
welcome. 
A registration form is available on page 16 and on the 
chapter website:  www.saago.org or by contacting Dr. 
Raymond Ryder, 661-8231 or at 
raymondtryder@aol.com.    
   
 

Ji Sun Lee, Organ and Michael Lich, 
Guitar  
Friday, Oct. 18, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
3738 Old Sabino Canyon Rd. 
Admission $15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. Alban’s 
members; $5 students.  
  
Michael Lich and Ji Sun Lee are 
well known to Tucson audiences 
for previous performances with 
charismatic programming.  Ji Sun 
holds a master’s in organ 
performance from the U of A, 
having studied with Pamela 
Decker, as well as a doctorate in 
piano performance.  Michael, who 
is an eclectic musician, is on the 
music faculty at Pima Community 
College.   
 

Chris Fresolone, Organ 
Pre-Evensong Service Organ Recital  
Sunday, October 20, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N. Campbell Avenue 
Free-will offering 
 

Chris Fresolone, who holds the 
DMA in organ performance from the 
U of A, teaches music at The 
Gregory School.  He is the 
accompanist and assistant 
conductor for the Advanced and 
Alumnae Choirs of the Tucson Girls 
Chorus and is the director of the 
Jubilate Choir.    
 

Lawrence Kuipers, Organ 
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ Series 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, Fred Fox School of Music, U of A 
Park Avenue and Speedway Boulevard 
Admission:  $10, seniors $7, students $5  
 

Larry performs on the Isabel Harris 
Schoenstein organ playing large-
scale works, including Bach’s 
Toccata, Adagio and Fugue in C 
minor.  In addition to serving as 
SAAGO dean, Larry is organist at 
Resurrection Lutheran Church.  
Larry holds a Master's degree in 
Organ Performance from Boston 
University, and he has concertized 
in the U.S. and in the Netherlands.   
 

Duruflé Requiem 
Friday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N. Campbell Avenue 
Reception following 
 

All Souls Day performance of the Requiem by 
composed by Maurice Duruflé and sung by the 
Canterbury Choir with a reception following the service.  
 

Dove of Peace Organ Dedication 
Nov. 3, Postponed 
 

Shin-Young Lee, Organ 
Friday, Nov. 15, 7.pm.  
Catalina United Methodist Church 
2700 E. Speedway 
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students 
 

First prize winner, 2007 Organ 
Competition of St. François of Lyon 
and 2009 laureate, 2nd International 
Jordan International Organ 
Competition, Columbus, USA,  and 
former student of Olivier Latry.  

http://www.saago.org
mailto:raymondtryder@aol.com
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Sunday, September 22, 5 p.m.—Opening 
Meeting,  Dinner, Introduction to free electronic 
music resources and Convention reports.  Join 
us for the first program. of the 2019-2020 season 
with a festive meet and greet social event that also 
includes interesting convention reports as well as 
informative information on accessing free music 
online.  The dinner is catered and will cost only $10.    
 

Reservations for the dinner need to be made no 
later than Monday, September 16.  Contact Doug 
Leightenheimer either at dleightnc@aol.com, or at  
910-515-2404.  Specify requests for vegetarian or 
vegan meals.   

Plan to attend this enjoyable and informative  
beginning to the 2019-2020 season.   
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, 602 N. 
Wilmot.    
 

Saturday, October 12, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.—Pedals, 
Pipes and Pizza. SAAGO’s annual event is designed 
to give middle-, high school and adult music students  
an introduction to the pipe organ and its music.  
Attendees get to explore the inner workings of the 
instrument.  The will also receive individual instruction 
on the organ.  Registration Form is on page 16. 
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 400 E. University Blvd.   

Sunday, October 13, 4 p.m.—Showcase Concert. 
Performances featuring SAAGO members Lynn 
Moser, David and Loni Gay, Carolyn Smith and Diane 
Green.   Reception following.  Note the later starting 
time of 4 p.m..    
Trinity Presbyterian Church, 400 E. University Blvd.   

Saturday, November 16, 10 a.m.—Non-winded 
Organ Crawl.  Plan to visit and play some of the 
major ‘non-winded’ organs in Tucson:  St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church (Allen), Resurrection Lutheran 
Church (Rodgers), Tanque Verde Lutheran Church 
(Associated Organ Builders).   Details to follow.   

Sunday, December 8, 6 p.m.—Celebrate the 
Holidays Social.  Take a break from the hustle and 
bustle of the holiday season for great food and 
fellowship with your fellow SAAGO members.  
Graciously hosted by Past Dean Doug 
Leightenheimer.   
2572 N. Splitwood Ave. 
 

Saturday, January 12, 10 a.m.—A Composer’s 
Perspective with Gerald Near.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet with composer Gerald Near and to 
hear his perspectives on composition, particularly for 
sacred music. Light refreshments.   
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church, 602 N. 
Wilmot Rd.  

Friday, February 14, 7 p.m.—Kimberly Marshall, 
Organ  
Dr. Marshall, who is celebrated as one of the leading 
concert organists today, will perform in the Catalina 
Organ Festival Series.  Her concert is being partially 
underwritten by SAAGO and is our February event.  
Chapter members have free admission to the concert. 
Catalina Methodist Church, 2700 E. Speedway Blvd.   

Sunday, March 8, 3 p.m.—Bach Bash.  Join us for 
the inspiring music of the great Johann Sebastian 
Bach.  Performers include Jeffrey Campbell, John 
Brobeck, Doug Leightenheimer and Quinton Hurst.  
The exhilarating duet, Wir eilen mit schwachen, doch 
emsigen Schritten from Cantata 78 will also be 
performed.   
Christ Church United Methodist, 655 N. Craycroft Rd.   

Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.—Tucson 
Home Organ Crawl.  Join fellow chapter members 
for an exploration of organs in the homes of Laura 
Silva, Dusty Johnson, Jane Haman and David 
Wachter. Refreshments will be provided.  Details 
regarding builders and addresses will follow.  

Sunday, May 31, 5 p.m.—End of the Year Potluck 
Social and Membership Meeting.  Plan now to 
attend this end-of-the-year event, which includes a 
general membership meeting, great food and 
fellowship.  Dinner starts at 5:30 following the 
membership meeting.  The Executive Committee 
meeting begins at 4 p.m.; members are invited to 
attend that as well. 
Colonia Verde Clubhouse, 2700 N. Camino Valle 
Verde. 

2019-2020 SAAGO Chapter Programs 

mailto:dleightnc@aol.com
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-2019▪ 
 

Lich/Lee Duo Guitar and Organ 
Friday, Oct. 18, 7;30  p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. 
Alban’s members; $5 students  
 

Chris Fresolone, Organ 
Sunday, Oct. 20, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Lawrence Kuipers, Organ 
Roy Johnson Organ Series 
Sunday, Oct. 27, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, U of A 
$10; Seniors, $7; Students, $5 
 

Duruflé Requiem 

Saturday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church  
 

Shin-Young Lee, Organ 
Friday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students 
 

 
 

 
Jean-Pierre Gabriels, Organ 
Sunday, Nov. 17, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Jeffrey Campbell, Organ 
Sunday, Dec 15,  4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

▪2020▪ 
 

Lawrence Kuipers, Organ 
Sunday, Jan 19, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Dana Robinson, Organ 
Friday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. 
Alban’s members; $5 students  
 

Jacob Benda, Organ 
Roy Johnson Organ Series 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, U of A 
$10; Seniors, $7; Students, $5 
 

Kimberly Marshall, Organ  
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students 
 

 
Ashley Strawser, Organ 
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Dennis Grannan, Organ 
Sunday, Mar. 15, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Bradley Hunter Welch, Organ 
Friday, Mar. 20, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students 
 

Stephen Keyl, Organ 
Sunday, Mar. 22, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. 
Alban’s members; $5 students  
 

Jared Aragón, Organ 
Sunday, Apr. 19, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Pamela Decker, Organ 
Mildred Flood Mahoney Concert 
Sunday, Apr 26, 4 p.m. , Free 
Holsclaw Hall, University of Arizona 
 

Janet Tolman, Organ 
Sunday, May 17, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 
 

 

2019-2020 Member Programs at a Glance 

Listings include member events and are 

included at editor’s discretion and may 

be edited for space and style.    

Information is subject to change.  Please 

check with the sponsoring organization. 

 

Myerson Symphony Center,  

84 rank, 4-manual C. B. Fisk 

—Photo, Larry Grove 

Support our chapter with a 

financial gift.  Consider 

underwriting a concert, 

making a contribution to the 

general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   
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Jane Tisdale (February 22, 2019) 

A long-time, active chapter member, Jane passed away on 
February 22, 2019.  She was active not only in SAAGO for 
many years, but also in the American Theatre Organ 
Society (ATOS).  She assisted with hospitality along with 
Mary Lou Barker for SAAGO, her work with Mary Lou for the 
2008 Midwinter Conclave being especially noteworthy.  Her 
husband, Warren, assisted with managing the refreshment 
breaks for the Conclave as well. 

A notice of her death appeared in 
the ATOS Journal where she was 
lauded for her many years as proof-
reader for the Journal, a task which 
she and husband, Warren, worked 
on as a team.  It was reported there 
that she passed away peacefully, 
with Warren and her son and 
daughter-in-law at her bedside. 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Warren and the 

members of Jane’s family. 

 

Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship 

Established by the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in 
memory of Professor Roy Andrew 
Johnson, the scholarship is 
available to assist in funding organ 
study as follows: 
 
 lessons at any level through 

collegiate;  
 introductory organ lessons for 

pianists;  
 Registration fees  for an 

educational event, including a 
Pipe Organ Encounter (POE); 

 for collegiate level students, registration fees for  

regional and national conventions of the AGO.   
 for collegiate level students, full membership in the 

American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona 
Chapter. 

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from $350 to 
$500.  For educational events, the scholarship will cover 
the cost of registration.   

An application form may be found online at 
www.saago.org.  Completed forms may be submitted to 
the Scholarship Committee Chair at any time. 

IN MEMORIAM 

Support our chapter with a financial gift.  
Consider underwriting a concert, making a 
contribution to the general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   

DONOR LEVELS 
 

$500+  Tuba Mirabilis 

$250-$499  Trompette 

$100-$249  Diapason 

$50-99  Flute Harmonique 

$1-$49  Voix Humaine 

 

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO 

Mail it to 
 

David Horr, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 31511 

Tucson, AZ 85751 
 

Thank you!  
Your gifts make a difference. 

http://www.saaago.org
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Help Swell our Ranks.   

Bring a friend to the September meeting. 

 
Please renew your AGO membership if you haven’t 
already done so.  We want you to be included in our 2019
-2020 Membership Directory.  Here are the ways to 
renew: 
 
Online using your credit/debit card.  Go to the ONCARD 
website and follow the instructions: https://
www.agohq.org/oncard/ 
 
Online sending a check through the mail.  Go to the 
website https://www.agohq.org/oncard/ and then print the 
invoice, include your check, and mail it directly to 
headquarters in New York.  The address is given in the 
form. 
 
Surface Mail.  Please contact Janet Tolman for 
information (tolman@wvcnet.com or 520-888-3173) 
 
Also, please take a few minutes to update your 
information on AGO ONCARD.  The email address, home 
address, and phone numbers listed on that database are 
used for the membership directory.   
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  In order to have membership 
directories ready in early September and available for 
distribution at our September 22 meeting, all renewals 
must be completed by September 13.  Please be sure to 
allow a few days for processing and please send a note to 
Janet Tolman her informing me that you have renewed if 
you renew close to September 13..  
 

 

Robert A. Anderson 
 

 
 

 

 

Phone: (520) 326-4048 
randerson79@cox.net 

5027 E. Timrod St. 

Tucson, AZ 85711 

Patronize our advertisers 

 

Bill Kuhlman 
10697 N. Pyrenees 
Oro Valley, AZ 85737 
563-419-8570 
email:  kuhlmawi@luther.edu 
 

Tyler Pimm 
New DMA student 
Email:  tylerjamesonpimm@gmail.com  

  

New Email address: 

Kathryn Snodgrass:  katebakermca@gmail.com 

1871 Reuben Midmer organ 
Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe.  Originally in a 

Presbyterian Church in New Jersey; brought to Dallas in 

1901.  Rebuilt by Roy Redman. 
 —Photo, Dennis Grannan 

https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2019
mailto:tylerjamesonpimm@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2019
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AGO North East Regional, Buffalo, New York 
July 1-4, 2019 

By Kathryn Snodgrass 
 

July 1-4 was a very exciting four days. The weather was 
perfect; the settings of events were old and beautifully kept 
up.  That included the organs.  Sanctuary windows were 
often Tiffany or Tiffany style. 
 
The handbook was well organized with architectural notes 
on both the building and the organ (specs, too) as well as 
bios and lists of performers. 
 
The Opening Service Homily set the tone for, not only  
magnificent organ playing but also speaking.  The homily 
was entitled “A Musical Trinity” where the Father, Son and 
Holy Ghost became the composer, the performer and the 
listener.  As a triad has three notes but also is one thing,  
just like the Holy Trinity. 
 
World famous organist, Nathan Laube, was the opening 
artist and David Higgs closed the convention.  Both are 
very, very fine players and I got to chat a bit with each of 
them, being an Eastman grad. 
 
A Festival of Psalms (sung and read) and a Hymn Festival 
were both exhilarating.  You can imagine the singing in the 
old churches with superb acoustics and mostly male 
singers. 

 

Then there was the 
lighter side with 
Richard Hills, a 
classical and theater 
organ performer.  
We had a full 
evening of theater 
organ which 
everyone enjoyed a 
lot. 
 
Katelyn Emerson 
and Chelsea Chen 
gave delightful 
concerts.  Always 
wonderful to hear.  
Katelyn played “old 
favorites” and 
Chelsea gave us 
some very 
interesting 
compositions of her 
own and other young 
composers as well 

as transcriptions of two selections from “The Planets.”  
These young ladies are pure delight. 
 

Wednesday afternoon presented a variety of non-music 
events.  I chose a tour of the famous Forest Lawn 
Cemetery and a tour of Frank Lloyd Wright’s Darwin Martin 
house. 
 

The closing gala reception was on the grounds of one of 
the many mansion on Delaware Avenue, which was built in 

late 1800s. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

2019 AGO Regional Convention Highlights  

 Tiffany windows, First 

Presbyterian Church 

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church 

St. John’s Episcopal Church  

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
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2019 Regional Convention Highlights 
continued 

 

AGO  West  Region  Convention, Orange Co., CA 
 June 30 – July 3, 2019 

By Larry Grove 
 

The Convention center was the 543-room Hotel Irvine, just 
off the 405 freeway.  It was centrally located for most of the 
venues & had facilities for workshops & exhibitors.  Of the 
250 attendees, only Pamela Decker and I were from our 
chapter. 
 
The convention opened 
on Sunday evening with 
a service at the historic 
4,000-member St. 
John’s Lutheran Church 
in Orange.  The church 
has a new (2018) 150-
rank Ballantyne Pipe 
Organ (the largest of the 
convention).  The 
service included 
professional voice and 
handbell choirs. 
 
On Monday we spent 
most of the day on the 
campus of Christ Cathedral (the former Crystal Cathedral) 
where we were the first outside group to get a tour of the 
nearly completed Cathedral, which has been under 
renovation since it was purchased by the Roman Catholic 
Church in 2011.  We got to hear the large Walker digital 
organ which will be used until the Hazel Wright pipe organ 
is completed in May 2020.  The convention events, which 
included a master class and organ concert, were held in 
the Arboretum which has an 82-rank Aeolian-Skinner 
Organ.  In the afternoon we went to the Garden Grove 
United Methodist Church for a concert on their 48-rank 
Reuter Organ.  For the evening concert, we went to the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Long Beach for an 
amazing six-hands, six-feet, one bench concert with Cherry 
Rhodes, James Walker and Weicheng Zhao on the 58-
rank Aeolian-Skinner organ. 
 

Tuesday morning we went to Mission San Juan 
Capistrano, the oldest Spanish mission in California & the 
oldest church West of the Mississippi.  There, in the 
relatively new Catholic Basilica, we had a Catholic Mass 
with the de Angelis Vocal Ensemble in the wonderful 
acoustics of the large facility.  Afterwards, we had a chance 
to tour the Mission grounds.  In the afternoon we moved to 
Concordia University Irvine (Lutheran Missouri Synod) for 
workshops & a concert by the youth artists winner in their 
Performing Arts Center with a 59-rank Casavant pipe 
organ.  There was a hymn festival with full orchestra & 
organ which was one of the best events of the convention.  
In the evening we went to Trinity United Presbyterian 
Church, Santa Ana, where their 100-voice choir, 50-piece 
orchestra & 54-rank Larry Phelps pipe organ performed 
Handel’s Israel in Egypt oratorio. 
 

On Wednesday, the last day of the convention, we had 
workshops & the regional meeting with brunch in the 
morning.  We then went to Los Altos United Methodist 
Church for a concert by Carole Terry on their historic 
(1852) Simmons pipe organ.  After that we went back to St. 
John’s Lutheran 
in Orange for a 
concert by 
Joebon Hwang 
on their 150-rank 
organ.  The 
convention ended 
in the evening at 
the 2016 Renee 
and Henry 
Segerstrom 
Concert Hall 
(Orange County 
Performing Arts 
Center) with its 4-
manual, 73-rank 
Fisk pipe organ 
and an amazing concert by Paul Jacobs that included 
Charles Ives Variations on America & Louis Verne’s 
Symphony No. 6.  
 
You may see all Larry’s photos here: 
 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/zEjadYYWuFCnGj8E8  

Concordia University Hymn Festival, Casavant 

Paul Jacobs 73-rank Fisk 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/zEjadYYWuFCnGj8E8
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Dennis Grannan 

I had never been to an Organ Historical Society 
Convention before!  Since I haven’t had the opportunity to 
spend much time in Dallas, I decided to brave the heat-
induced humidity so that I could attend performances by 
friends that were engaged to perform throughout the week, 
and to hear organs that I had only heard in videos and 
recordings. 

To everyone’s surprise, the weather was “perfect” by 
Dallas standards, allowing attendees to walk on occasion 
to some of the events. One could actually warm up from 
the often-freezing temperatures of the venues! Dallas 
certainly loves their air-conditioning! 

There were just two-hundred attendees from the US and 
around the world. The busy-relaxed schedules were aided 
by on-time buses assisting a beautifully organized 
convention. For someone who will normally rent a car, this 
was the only way to travel in this sprawling city! 

Other conventions are limited by their large groups of 
people, and their venues are selected with this in mind. We 
were able to attend programs in various-sized halls and 
churches, from the magnificent Meyerson Symphony 
Center to many wonderfully intimate, smaller churches and 
performance spaces throughout the city. I was delighted 
and totally impressed with the experiences that having a 
smaller group afforded us! 

We heard over thirty organs throughout the week! There 
was something remarkable about each instrument and 
venue, not to mention the many superb performances! 

I came away from my 
time in Dallas knowing 
that great care was 
taken to assure that 
each of us had a special 
time. The convention 
planning was superb. 
They did indeed show off 
a city that is bustling with 
life and energy, with so 
many organs of differing 
sizes, designs and 
builders. Their 
enthusiasm for fine 
worship and music were 
evident in the design of 
their worship spaces and 
instruments. All of this 
offers many 
opportunities for music-
lovers and students 

choosing to study in the Dallas/Fort Worth areas! 

My second observation was how extraordinarily lucky we 
are in our rather small community of Southern Arizona, that 

we are able to hear so many 
fine concerts which feature 
the organ! A number of 
artists that we heard play in 
Dallas have recently 
performed in Tucson: 
Kimberly Marshall, Susan 
Ferré, Jan Kraybill, 
Jonathan Gregoire, Damin 
Spritzer and Douglas 
Cleveland—to name a few. I 
urge you all to take 
advantage of the wonderful 
opportunity to attend the 
outstanding concerts offered 
right in your own 
community! And if you like 
to travel, to experience new 
cities, and explore pipe 
organs, join the OHS too! 
You won’t be disappointed 
with their intriguing 
programming in a variety of cities and communities that a 
selectively smaller organization can provide. Their next 
convention will take place in Columbus, Ohio next summer! 

A Little P.S. from your editor:  Roy enjoyed OHS 
conventions, finding the ambiance more relaxed than AGO 
nationals and regionals.  He and Eric attended an OHS 
convention in Milwaukee, which is where Eric met Michael 
Quimby, now pushing 30 years ago.  For that trip, Eric took 
the train from San Diego to Milwaukee, meeting his dad 
there.  I attended an OHS convention with Roy in Arkansas 
many, many years ago.  Was great fun.  

2019 Organ Historical Society Convention Highlights  

Park Cities Presbyterian Church 

Schoenstein & Co., Op. 151 (2006)  

Meadows Museum Organ by 

Oldovini 1762 

Highland Park United Methodist Church 

Dobson Pipe Organ Builders, Ltd., Op. 87 (2009)  
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Organ Historical Society Convention 
Highlights continued 
 

Larry Grove 
 
Dennis Grannan and I attended the annual convention of 
the Organ Historical Society (OHS) in Dallas, TX, from 
Sunday, July 14, through Friday, July 91, 2019.  The OHS 
conventions are much more intense than AGO with five 
concerts most days with lunch & dinner provided most 
days.  We saw and heard organs from six to 191 ranks and 
visited churches of well-known people--Highland Park 
United Methodist, home church of George and Laura Bush 
and where Ross Perot's funeral was held the day before we 
were there and Broadway Baptist Church in Ft. Worth--
home church of the late Van Cliburn and his family.  
 
See the list of organs, venues and performers below.  See 
all Larry’s excellent photos at: 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/NULwtbwoq5QVBLSn9  
Christ the King Roman Catholic Church, Juget-Sinclair Organ 

Help Swell our Ranks.   

Bring a friend to the September meeting. 

file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2019
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Larry Grove  
I flew to Philadelphia to attend the 26th Annual 
Wanamaker Organ Day concerts and celebrations.  When I 
lived in New Jersey I attended all of the first 12 organ days 
and have been back for quite a few since I moved to 
Arizona. 
The organ has been undergoing continuous renovation 
during the past 15 years.  It is now in better condition than 
ever with new digital controls that give the organists better 
control of the massive 6-manual, 464-rank, 28,750-pipe 
instrument (the largest in the world).  Macy's, the current 
owners of the organ, have been spending about $1 million 
a year on the organ.  It is estimated that it would cost $78 
million to replace it!  The stop list is shown on the following 
web site: 
 

https://www.wanamakerorgan.com/stoplist.php  
 

The major feature of this year's Organ Day was the 
unveiling of the months-long renovation of the organ case 
and facade.  Here is an article from the Philadelphia 
Inquirer: 
 

https://www.inquirer.com/news/wanamaker-organ-macys-
restoration-gold-leaf-20190601.html 

 

After Bliss' Fanfare at the 11 a.m. concert, the curtain was 
dropped to reveal the facade and immediately the full 
organ, Philadelphia Brass and several thousand attendees 
sang the most moving rendition of the Hallelujah Chorus 
from Handel's Messiah that I have ever heard.  Church 
choirs and Philadelphia choral groups were disbursed 
throughout the audience with copies of the music.  There 
was a 5-minute ovation at the end! 

26th Annual Wanamaker Organ Day Highlights  

https://www.wanamakerorgan.com/stoplist.php
https://www.inquirer.com/news/wanamaker-organ-macys-restoration-gold-leaf-20190601.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/wanamaker-organ-macys-restoration-gold-leaf-20190601.html


-16- 

 

 



-17- 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Publication Information: The Cypher is a bimonthly newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is distributed to chapter members, organists of churches in Tucson and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, and Washington as well as Korea, Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, Australia). Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request the printed version will 
receive The Cypher via email. Send information for publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email 
skj5@cox.net, or to 2215 E 2nd St., Tucson, AZ 85719-4930. Please type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views 
expressed in any of the pieces herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern Arizona 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, its officers or members.  
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