
-1- 

 

 

Sunday, December 8, 6 p.m. 
Dean Larry Kuipers’ home 
4821 W. Ferret Drive 
 

Be sure to put our Christmas social on your calendar.  It’s a great time to take a 

break  from the hustle and bustle of rehearsals, services and concerts, with a time 

of relaxing and socializing with friends and colleagues.  Spouses/significant others 

are invited.  This year the social will be held at the home of Dean Larry Kuipers, 

4821 W. Ferret Drive.   
 

We’ll begin around 6 pm.  The main course and drinks will be provided.  Guests 

are invited to bring a side dish, such as a salad, and desserts—and spirits if they 

wish.  However, bringing something is not required.  So adequate preparations 

can be made, though, please respond to Larry if you plan to attend 

(larikipe@yahoo.com) by Friday, December 6.  When you call, let him know if you 

are bringing something.  
 

Driving directions are on page 4 

 

 

Programs at a 
glance through 

February 16 
 

 
Celebrate the Holidays 
Sunday, Dec. 8, 6 p.m. 
Dean Larry Kuiper’s home 
 
Jeffrey Campbell, Organ 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills 

Episcopal Church  
 

A Composer’s Perspective 
with Gerald Near.   
Saturday, Jan. 18, 10 a.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels 

Episcopal Church 
 
Lawrence Kuipers, Organ 
Sunday, Jan 19, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills 

Episcopal Church 
 

Dana Robinson, Organ 
Friday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
 

Jacob Benda, Organ 
Roy Johnson Organ Series 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, U of A 
 

Kimberly Marshall, Organ  
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist 
Church 
 
Ashley Strawser, Organ 
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills 

Episcopal Church 
 
 

 

Celebrate the Holidays! 
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Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor 520-323-7856 
 skj5@cox.net 

 

Deadlines for the 2019-2020 season are 

 
December 15 
January 15 
February 15 
March 15 
April 15 
 

Please email information to 
  
Dusty Johnson, editor, at skj5@cox.net by the published deadlines.  You may 
also send it via U.S. mail. 
 

Advertising space available  
 Full page, $150; Half page (horizontal), $100 

Quarter page (vertical), $75; Business card size, $50 
Contact Larry Kuipers, Dean (larikipe@yahoo.com) 

 
 

 

 

NOTE:  Chapter members are invited to submit information about their 
special programs to be included in The CYPHER.  If you have 
programs you would like included, we would like to hear from you!  
Please send program descriptions, along with pertinent information—
title, date, location, time, brief description, cost, and photos—to Dusty 
Johnson, CYPHER editor.  The information will appear in the print 
edition as well as in the online edition.  Material may be edited as 
needed.  

T o play only what is written is the domain of science. To 

realize what is not written is the domain of art. 
—Jean Langlais. 

mailto:jrdscrgn@gmail.com
mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
mailto:Garmon.ashby@stphilipstucson.org
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
mailto:Marloucb@aol.com
mailto:pdecker@email.arizona.edu
mailto:kdkcck@hotmail.com
mailto:dhedges@stmichael.net
mailto:paulshesselink@peoplepc.com
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Hello everyone, 
 
Gobble-Gobble-Gobble.  I hope you had a lovely 
Thanksgiving and I wish you a Merry Christmas.  Ho-
Ho-Ho. 
 
First of all, on behalf of the board, let me express our 
sincerest condolences to Delores Schultz on the 
unexpected passing of her husband, Alan.  Delores, 
Alan was a great friend, a very talented musician, and 
beloved colleague to all of us, and his kindness, 
intellect, sweet sense of humor, and humble spirit will 
be sorely missed.  We extend our heartfelt 
condolences and sympathy to you and your family.  
 
Thank you to Lars Andersen and Carolyn Smith for 
hosting members of our chapter on the non-winded 
organ tour.  It was a very interesting time to learn more 
about the capabilities and technology of the “other” 
kind of church organ.  We all had a wonderful time, 
thank you for your gracious hospitality. 
 
Let me take a moment to cordially invite everyone to 
the SAAGO Christmas Social which will be held on 
Sunday evening, December 8 from 6:00 till 9:00 p.m.  
This year I will be hosting it at my house.  I know the 
trek to my neck of the woods of Tucson is a bit of a 
drive for some, but if you can make it, you are most 
welcomed to join us.  Please see the invitation found  
THE CYPHER on the cover and page 4 for my 
address and more details.   
 
The board will be forming a committee to recruit 
members to fill the several board positions that will 
become vacant next May.  If you are asked to serve, 
please give it some serious thought.   
 
Finally, for the next few issues of THE CYPHER, I 
thought I would share some organ trivia with you which 

I find very interesting.  Each month I will include a little 
entry about some obscure little factoid I’ve discovered.  
I hope you will find this interesting, too.   
 
I have an old Rodgers (ca. 1983) at home on which I 
practice, and because of its age, it tends to have a few 
problems now and then—nothing very serious, but it 
does require Skip Pepers, from Mesa, (one of the few 
electronic organ service technicians in Arizona, whom 
some of you may know) to make a visit to my house 
and see if he can fix whatever ails the old girl.  (Usually 
it’s a stuck note because of failing and worn-out 
contacts.)   
 
In order for him to access the interior of the console he 
has to remove the roll top.  Now, to be sure, the roll top 
is not something over which I’ve spent too much time 
in contemplation; although, I have wondered on 
occasion (since I was a kid, actually) what enabled the 
roll top to bend so perfectly on its little track which 
takes the covering from being perfectly horizontal over 
the top of the manuals through a 90° curve to close the 
front of the console were the roll top it is perfectly 
vertical.  I had always figured the wooden slats were 
all connected by tiny little hinges fastened to the 
underside of the roll top.  (Imagine having to tighten all 
those little screws.  I think that would be more 
frustrating than trying to fix Christmas tree lights!)  Alas 
this does not involve any hinges, much to my surprise.  
Did you know the slats of wood of which the roll top is 
made are all actually glued to a bendable piece of 
canvas?  Ingenious!  (Yes, Grahame, I know you knew 
this.)  (For new members, Grahame Davis is our prized 
local organ builder and pipe organ maintenance man.)  
This flexible material is what enables the roll top to 
easily bend as it follows the deep-set groves when you 
open or close it.  Here are two pictures to help more 
clearly illustrate this rather clever design.  
   

Continued on page 6 
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Christmas Social driving directions to 
4821 W. Ferret Drive   
 
From I-10, take the W. Cortaro Farms Rd exit.  At 
the light at the end of the exit, right turn, drive over  the 
RR tracks.  Drive about 1/2 mile, turn left onto N. 
Camino de Oeste.  **Stay on N Camino de Oeste for 
about 1/2 mile, turn left onto N Bald Eagle (Circle K is 
on the right where you turn left onto Bald Eagle.)  
Proceed about 1/4 mile, turn right on W Condor (W 
Condor is directly after a brown, wooden fence).  Take 
the first left onto N Sea Otter (almost immediately).  
Follow Sea Otter a short distance; the road turns right 
and becomes Ferret Drive.  Larry’s house is on the 
right and has a large, Christmas-light-bedecked Dutch 
windmill in the front yard.  Park anywhere on either 
side of the street.   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Directions from N Thornydale:  Left on Cortaro 
Farms Rd, Right onto N. Camino de Oeste 
(directly after New Life Bible Church).  Follow 
directions from above starting at **Stay on N 
Camino de Oeste for about 1/2 mile, turn left onto N 
Bald Eagle (Circle K is on the onto Bald Eagle.)   
 

Watch for the windmill! 
 

 
 
Jeffrey Campbell, Organ 
Sunday, Dec. 15, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N. Campbell Ave.  
 
Organist and Associate 
Director of Music at St.  
Philip’s, Jeffrey is a long-
time, active chapter 
member as well as past 
dean.  His master’s 
degree is from the 
University of British 
Columbia and his 
doctorate is from 
Northwestern University. 
 
Continued on next page 

Programs 

Larry’s welcoming Christmas tree.   



-5- 

 

Continued from preceding page 
 

A Composer’s Perspective with Gerald Near  
Saturday, January 18 10 a.m.—(Note:  this is a 
corrected date)  
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 
602 N. Wilmot Rd.   
  

This is a wonderful opportunity to 
meet with composer Gerald Near 
who is considered one of the finest 
composers of sacred music today 
and to hear his perspectives on 
composition, particularly for sacred 
music. Light refreshments.   
 

 

Dana Robinson, Organ 
Friday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
3738 Old Sabino Canyon Road  
Admission $15; $10 seniors (60+) 
and St. Alban’s members; $5 
students  
 

Organist, teacher, and church 
musician Dana Robinson is 
Associate Professor of Music at the 
University of Illinois, and organist at 
Grace Lutheran Church in 
Champaign, Illinois.  
 

Jacob Benda, Organ 
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ Series 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, Fred Fox School of Music, U of A 
Park Avenue and Speedway Boulevard 
Admission:  $10, seniors $7; students $5 
 

Concert organist and recording 
artist Jacob Benda will present an 
exciting program spotlighting works 
by American composers Pamela 
Decker, Clarence Mader, Stephen 
Paulus and others.  
 

Kimberly Marshall, Organ  
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
2700 E. Speedway 
Admission:  $25, $15, $5  

Dr. Marshall, who is celebrated as 
one of the leading concert organists 
today, will perform in the Catalina 
Organ Festival Series.  Her concert 
is being partially underwritten by 
SAAGO and is our February event.  
Chapter members free admission  

 

Ashley Strawser, Organ 
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
4440 N. Campbell Ave.  

Director of Music and Arts Ministries 
at Paradise Valley United Methodist 
Church, Ashley holds the DMA from 
ASU.  

 

St Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N. Campbell Ave. 

Sunday, December 1, 9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m.— 
Performance of  J.S. Bach's profound Advent cantata, 
Nun komm der Heiden Heiland, BWV 61, for choir, 
soloists, and chamber orchestra. A rare opportunity to 
hear Bach sung in the context of the liturgy, as he would 
have experienced it! 

 

Northminster Presbyterian Church 
Advent and Christmas Music 
2450 E. Fort Lowell Rd. 
 

Advent Courtyard Music--Choral and instrumental 
music presented in the courtyard each week of Advent 
following services of worship. 

December 8, 9:30 a.m.--Sanctuary Choir presentation 
of What Sweeter Music (by John Leavitt), accompanied 
by a 13-piece chamber orchestra during worship. 
Primarily arrangements of best-loved Christmas carols; 
the central movement, however, is a lovely, newly-
composed piece for soprano based on the poem titled 
“A Christmas Carol” by Robert Herrick (1591-1674), 
“What sweeter music can we bring. . .” 

Christmas Eve at 6:30 pm and 8:30 pm—Preservice 
programs of Christmas music for organ, voices, and 
instruments, with Lessons and Carols services at 7 and 
9. These services will be accompanied by brass quartet 
and the harp music of Dr. Christine Vivona. 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Church 
400 E. University Blvd. 
 

Sunday, December 1, 11:30 a.m.—The Greening of 
the Sanctuary, family-oriented event to decorate the 
sanctuary for Christmas, sing carols and learn the 
history behind of our decorating traditions.  Children will 
make Chrismon ornaments in Sunday School before 
this event, and a light lunch follows. 
 

Sunday, December 22, 10:30 a.m.—Trinity Choir 
presentation of The Glory of Christmas (by Lloyd  

Continued on page 6 
 
 
 

Advent and Christmas Music 
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Dean’s message continued from page 3 
 

The wood slats are glued onto the gray piece of canvas 
which easily bends.   (See two photos below.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The last time Skip was 
at my house I didn’t 
have him bother to put 
the roll top back in; that 
way, the next time he 
has to do some 
maintenance on the 
organ, he won’t have to 
bother with the roll top 
as I never use it.  I have 
a roll top on the organ 
at my church, too, but I 
never close it, either.  I 
know some organists 
are quite fussy about 
keeping the organ 
closed and locked at all 
times when it’s not in 
use; I also know plenty of organists who never close the 
console—I fall into the latter category; I also know of 
many consoles that don’t even have a roll top.  
Personally, I think they are a pain in the neck, but that’s 
just me.  I just thought you might find how they are 
made interesting.   
 
Next month I will be talking about acoustics.  Prepare to 
be surprised.   
 
Well, everyone, blessings to you as you prepare for the 
Christmas season.  Stay calm and be merry.  
 

Larry Kuipers 
Dean 
 

 

Christmas Music Continued from page 5 
 
 

Trinity Presbyterian Continued 

Larson), accompanied by a 23-piece orchestra during 
worship.  Using a combination of traditional carols, 
newly composed songs and narration based upon the 
Christmas story excerpted from all four Gospels, this 
“glorious” music inspires and enlightens hearts for a 
truly meaningful Christmas. 
Sunday, December 15 and 22, 11:30 a.m.—two 
Advent mini-concerts which take place in the sanctuary, 
lasting about 20 minutes 
December 15 – A Jazzy Holiday features toe-tapping 
arrangements of Christmas favorites presented by the 
Trinity Jazz Ensemble. 
December 22 – Instrumental Joy features the lovely 
timbres of cello and piano in beautiful and fun settings of 
Christmas classics presented by Robert Chamberlain, 
cellist, and Lynn Moser, pianist. 
. 
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-2019▪ 
 

Jeffrey Campbell, Organ 
Sunday, Dec 15,  4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

 

▪2020▪ 
 

Lawrence Kuipers, Organ 
Sunday, Jan 19, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Dana Robinson, Organ 
Friday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. 
Alban’s members; $5 students  

 

Jacob Benda, Organ 
Roy Johnson Organ Series 
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, U of A 
$10; Seniors, $7; Students, $5 
 

Kimberly Marshall, Organ  
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students 
Free Admission for SAAGO 
members  
 
Ashley Strawser, Organ 
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Dennis Grannan, Organ 
Sunday, Mar. 15, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 
 
 

Bradley Hunter Welch, Organ 
Friday, Mar. 20, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students 
 

Stephen Keyl, Organ 
Sunday, Mar. 22, 7 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. 
Alban’s members; $5 students  
 

Jared Aragón, Organ 
Sunday, Apr. 19, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 

Pamela Decker, Organ 
Mildred Flood Mahoney Concert 
Sunday, Apr 26, 4 p.m. , Free 
Holsclaw Hall, University of Arizona 
 

Janet Tolman, Organ 
Sunday, May 17, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 

Church 
 
 

2019-2020 Member Programs at a Glance 

Listings include member events and are 

included at editor’s discretion and may 

be edited for space and style.    

Information is subject to change.  Please 

check with the sponsoring organization. 
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Alan F. Schultz (1942-2019) 
 

Long-time AGO 
member, well-known 
Tucson musician as 
organist, composer, 
conductor and 
teacher, Alan Schultz 
passed away 
suddenly and 
peacefully in his home 
on November 5, 2019.   
He is survived by 
Delores, his wife of 40 
years and his children, 
Jeremy and Jennifer, 
and two 
grandchildren.   Alan 
has had a lasting 
impact on the Tucson 
musical community as 

the former conductor for the Tucson Masterworks 
Chorale and the Southern Arizona Symphony Orchestra, 
as well as choir master and organist at St. Mark's 
Presbyterian Church and St. Michael's Episcopal 
Church, and, for 42 years, middle school English 
teacher at St. Michael's Day School. Also a published 
composer, he was mentored by composer Camil Van 
Hulse.  He leaves a large quantity of service music, 
choral anthems, and also instrumental and orchestral.  
Many of his music is published, and recently he was a 
regular composer for St. James Press and Lorenz 
Publishing Company.  A memorial service with a full 
congregation and combined choirs, organ and beautiful 
music (much composed by Alan) was held at St. Michael 
and All Angels Episcopal Church.  It  bore testimony to 
the esteem in which he was held.  He will be greatly 
missed not only by the chapter, but also by the larger 
community including his former choristers, 
instrumentalists and students.  Donations may be made 
to the Southern Arizona Symphony Orchestra and the 
Music Fund at St. Michael and All Angels.  

 
 

 

 

Robert A. Anderson 
 

 
 

 

 

Phone: (520) 326-4048 
randerson79@cox.net 

5027 E. Timrod St. 

Tucson, AZ 85711 

IN MEMORIAM 
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Recap of the Non-Winded Organ Tour 

Photos —Jared Aragón 

Tanque Verde Lutheran Church  Tanque Verde Lutheran Church  

Resurrection Lutheran Church  

 St. Andrews Presbyterian Church  
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July 6-10, 2020 

Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship 

Established by the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in 
memory of Professor Roy Andrew 
Johnson, the scholarship is 
available to assist in funding organ 
study as follows: 
 
 lessons at any level through 

collegiate;  
 introductory organ lessons for 

pianists;  
 Registration fees  for an 

educational event, including a 
Pipe Organ Encounter (POE); 

 for collegiate level students, registration fees for  

regional and national conventions of the AGO.   
 for collegiate level students, full membership in the 

American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona 
Chapter. 

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from $350 
to $500.  For educational events, the scholarship will 
cover the cost of registration.   

An application form may be found online at 
www.saago.org.  Completed forms may be submitted 
to the Scholarship Committee Chair at any time. 

Support our chapter with a financial gift.  
Consider underwriting a concert, making a 
contribution to the general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   

DONOR LEVELS 
 

$500+  Tuba Mirabilis 

$250-$499  Trompette 

$100-$249  Diapason 

$50-99  Flute Harmonique 

$1-$49  Voix Humaine 

 

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO 

Mail it to 
 

David Horr, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 31511 

Tucson, AZ 85751 
 

Thank you!  

http://www.saaago.org
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Publication Information: The Cypher is a bimonthly newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is distributed to chapter members, organists of churches in Tucson and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, and Washington as well as Korea, Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, Australia). Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request the printed version will 
receive The Cypher via email. Send information for publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email 
skj5@cox.net, or to 2215 E 2nd St., Tucson, AZ 85719-4930. Please type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views 
expressed in any of the pieces herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern Arizona 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, its officers or members.  
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