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Happy New Year!
A Composer’s Perspective: Workshop with
Gerald Near
Saturday, Jan. 18, 10 a.m.
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church
602 N. Wilmot Road
Light refreshments following the program
Join your colleagues in this is exceptional
opportunity to participate in a workshop with
Gerald Near, who is considered one of the
finest composers of sacred music today. He
brings a wealth of experience, significant
accolades and an impressive opus of
compositions for organ, choir and
instruments.

Dana Robinson, Organ
Friday, Feb 7, 7 p.m.
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
Jacob Benda, Organ
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ
Series
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Holsclaw Hall, Fred Fox
School of Music

Gerald studied theory and composition at the
American Conservatory of Music in Chicago
with Leo Sowerby and continued studies with
Leslie Bassett at the University of Michigan,
where he also studied organ with Robert
Glasgow and earned his master's degree in
orchestral conducting, studying under Gustav
Meier.

Kimberly Marshall, Organ
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
Catalina United Methodist
Church
Ashley Strawser, Organ
Sunday, Feb 16, 4 p.m.
St. Philip’s in the Hills
Episcopal Church

Many of his works were composed in
response to commissions, including the AGO national conventions and Gloriae
Dei Cantores. Mary Preston premiered his organ concerto at the 1998 AGO
Bach Bash
National Convention. Pamela Decker premiered his Sonata Breve (Second
SAAGO Members and guests
Sonata), written for her, at the Tucson AGO Mid Winter Conclave (regional
Sunday, Mar. 8, 3 p.m.
convention) in January of 2008. His works have been heard on NPR's A Prairie
Christ Church United
Home Companion, and his Magnificat & Nunc dimittis has been performed at the
Methodist
prestigious Southern Cathedrals Festival in England. The St. John's College Choir
sang his St. John's Service at Sydney's Opera House. The Tucson Alumnae
Dennis Grannan, Organ
Chapter of Sigma Alpha Iota (SAI) designated him a National Arts Associate in
Sunday, Mar. 15, 4 p.m.
May of 2008. He currently serves as director of music and parish administrator at
St. Philip’s in the Hills
St. Francis Episcopal Church, Green Valley.
Episcopal Church
Bradley Hunter Welch,
Organ
Friday, Mar. 20, 7 p.m.
Catalina United Methodist
Church

This is a must attend event!
You can find a list of Gerald Near’s music for organ, organ and instruments,
harpsichord and hymns with annotations at this website:

https://www.morningstarmusic.com/pdf/NearOrganWorksList.pdf
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of the 20th century. Fountain Street Church (a rather
large and magnificent edifice constructed in the Italian
Renaissance style and houses a magnificent Austin
V/138/7,980, which was featured in the AGO Great
Lakes Regional Convention this past July) has cork
acoustical panels installed on part of the interior walls
to deaden the reverberation. The magnificent
Riverside Church in New York City is also infected with
deadly acoustical tile and therefore also suffers from
Acute Reverberation Deficiency Syndrome (ARDS).
Sadly, ARDS runs rampant among far too many large
American churches. However, there is treatment
available for this all-too-common affliction which has
been successfully administered to suffering churches
nation-wide. Riverside Church’s vaulting, for example,
has undergone several applications of a surfacehardening treatment which has improved the
acoustical conditions, but only marginally.

Hello everyone. I hope you all had a very Merry
Christmas and I wish you a very happy New Year.
Thank you to everyone who was able to attend the
SAAGO holiday social. We had about 19 people in
attendance and had a lovely time. As always, I call
your attention to the many programs and recitals that
are coming up. Please refer to the website calendar
and this document for dates, times, entrance fees, and
other details.

The origins of ARDS are quite clear, and, as I
previously mentioned, can be traced back directly to
the early 20th century. The mindset at the time was a
dead acoustic was a good acoustic as reverberation
hindered the clarity of the spoken word--proclamations
of Holy Scripture and sermons. Therefore, great effort
went into deadening the acoustics. Fortunately,
beginning in the mid to late 20th century, a trend
espousing the principals of an acoustic more favorable
to the organ and choral literature began to emerge.
People slowly turned from their misguided, acoustickilling ways and began to rediscover the benefits of a
resonant room. Subsequently, the practice of installing
deadly acoustical tile has mostly been eradicated. Will
we ever rid America of ARDS completely? No, but we
can surely slow the spread of ARDS by just saying no
to carpet, cushions, and drapes.

Continuing with my monthly installment of organ
factoids, this month I would like to share some very
interesting acoustical information with you.
I have only met a handful of organists who DO NOT
love a wet acoustic. (I find organists who dislike rich
acoustics rather baffling.) For me, there is something
magical—even other-worldly—about the sound of the
organ rolling around a massive cathedral lingering for
several seconds after a long chord on full organ has
ended. There is also something profoundly ethereal
when Gregorian chant or vocal polyphony of the late
16th/early 17th century is performed in a vastly resonant
space. When I think of rooms with renown
reverberation, the Cathedral Church of St. John the
Divine in New York City comes immediately to mind in
which the decay is around 9 seconds on a hot, humid
day. The National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception in Washington D.C. is also extremely
resonant as is Washington National Cathedral.
Unfortunately, much of the vaulting in WNC is covered
with porous acoustical tile specifically installed to
reduce the duration of sound decay. (The vaults of the
cathedral, however, are constructed of stone.)
Although the acoustic in WNC is rather impressive,
imagine how fabulous it would be without that
accursed tile.

St. Paul’s Cathedral in London is one of the most
resonant cathedrals, the delay in the 555-foot-longdomed building is a full 11 seconds. An even more
resonant room is the Duomo in Florence, Italy, with a
staggering reverberation time of 12 to 13 seconds—a
bit extreme, even for my liking. At a full 15 seconds,
the world record for the longest reverberation in a man
-made room belonged to the Hamilton Mausoleum in
South Lanarkshire, Scotland, until 2014. Construction
of the Hamilton family tomb began in 1842 and was
completed in 1858. The edifice is not that large; the
overall height of the dome is only 123 feet (as
compared to St. Paul’s dome which is 278 feet high;
which, in turn, is dwarfed by St. Peter’s dome at the

It was common practice to install sound-deadening
acoustical tile in large churches back in the early part
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Continued on page 6

Programs
Dana Robinson, Organ
Friday, Feb. 7, 7.pm.
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
3738 Old Sabino Canyon Road
Admission $15; $10 seniors (60+) and St. Alban’s
members; $5 students
Organist, teacher and church
musician, Dana Robinson is
Associate Professor of Music at
the University of Illinois and
organist at Grace Lutheran
Church in Champaign, Illinois.
He has performed on significant
modern and historic organs in the
U.S. and has presented recitals,
master classes, and lectures for
the Boston and River Valley
chapters of the AGO as well as
various other organizations. His performances are
frequently heard on Pipedreams. He previously held
academic appointments at Central College of Iowa, and
Luther College.

Jacob Benda, Organ
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ Series
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Holsclaw Hall, Fred Fox School of Music, U of A
Park Avenue and Speedway Boulevard
Admission: $10; seniors $7; students $5
Concert organist and recording
artist Jacob Benda will present
an exciting program spotlighting
works by American composers
Pamela Decker, Clarence Mader,
Stephen Paulus and others.
Benda has performed as soloist
at cathedrals, festivals, and
universities throughout the U.S.
with several performances
featured on Pipedreams. He is
an active church musician,
having served as organist/choirmaster at numerous
churches and is currently Director of Sacred Music and
Liturgy at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church in
Minneapolis.

Kimberly Marshall, Organ
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
Catalina United Methodist Church
2700 E. Speedway
Admission: $25, $15, $5
SAAGO chapter members admitted free
Dr. Marshall, who is celebrated
as one of the leading concert
organists today, will perform in
the Catalina Organ Festival
Series. In this concert, she will
pay homage to the influential
organ culture spawned by the
organists of Notre-Dame’s large
Cavaillé-Coll organ in the west
gallery, which miraculously
survived the April 2019 fire
although it and the cathedral are
still in precarious states. She will perform works by
Franck, Guilmant, and Vierne and will ‘fill out’ the
program will be music by Bach and a newly
commissioned piece by Margaret Sandresky. Her
concert is being partially underwritten by SAAGO and is
our February event. Chapter members have free
admission.

Ashley Strawser, Organ
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4 p.m.
Pre-Evensong Recital
St. Philip‘s in the Hills Episcopal
Church
4440 N Campbell Ave.
Director of Music and Arts
Ministries at Paradise Valley
United Methodist Church, Ashley
holds the DMA from ASU.

Bach Bash
SAAGO Members and guests
Sunday, Mar. 8, 3 p.m.
Christ Church United Methodist
655 S. Craycroft Road
Join us for the inspiring music of the great Johann
Sebastian Bach. Performers include John Brobeck,
Jeffrey Campbell, Doug Leightenheimer and Quinton
Hurst. The program will include guest instrumentalists
as well as a performance of the exhilarating duet, Wir
eilen mit schwachen, doch emsigen Schritten from
Cantata 78.
-4-
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SAAGO Chapter Programs

Young Voices Rejoice!

Saturday, April 25, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.—Tucson
Home Organ Crawl. Join fellow chapter members
for an exploration of organs in the homes of Laura
Silva, Dusty Johnson, Jane Haman and David
Wachter. Refreshments will be provided. Details
regarding builders and addresses will follow.

Sunday, May 31, 5 p.m.—End of the Year
Potluck Social and Membership Meeting. Plan
now to attend this end-of-the-year event, which
includes a general membership meeting, great food
and fellowship. Dinner starts at 5:30 following the
membership meeting. The Executive Committee
meeting begins at 4 p.m.; members are invited to
attend that as well.
Colonia Verde Clubhouse, 2700 N. Camino Valle
Verde.

Tucson's 6th Annual Children's Church Choir Festival
will be held Saturday, February 29, 2020, at
Northminster Presbyterian Church.
Children from St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church,
Christ the King Episcopal Church and Northminster
Presbyterian church will join together singing anthems
and playing choir chimes. The day will include
rehearsing the anthems, choir activities, lunch and
choir chime experience culminating in a short concert
at 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary.
Gloria Day and the Northminster Choraliers will host
the event. Contact Gloria for additional information—
and to add your children’s choir—by calling
Northminster (327-7121) and leaving a message for
her.

2020 Member Programs at a Glance
Listings include member events and are
included at editor’s discretion and may be
edited for space and style. Information
is subject to change. Please check with
the sponsoring organization.

2020▪

Kimberly Marshall, Organ
Friday, Feb. 14, 7 p.m.
Catalina United Methodist Church
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students
Free Admission for SAAGO
members

Lawrence Kuipers, Organ
Sunday, Jan 19, 4 p.m.
Pre-Evensong Recital
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal
Church

Ashley Strawser, Organ
Sunday, Feb. 16, 4 p.m.
Pre-Evensong Recital
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal
Church

Dana Robinson, Organ
Friday, Feb. 7, 7 p.m.
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St.
Alban’s members; $5 students

Dennis Grannan, Organ
Sunday, Mar. 15, 4 p.m.
Pre-Evensong Recital
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal
Church

Jacob Benda, Organ
Roy Johnson Organ Series
Sunday, Feb. 9, 7 p.m.
Holsclaw Hall, U of A
$10; Seniors, $7; Students, $5

Bradley Hunter Welch, Organ
Friday, Mar. 20, 7 p.m.
Catalina United Methodist Church
$25, $15 seniors, $5 students
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Stephen Keyl, Organ
Sunday, Mar. 22, 7 p.m.
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church
$15; $10 seniors (60+) and St.
Alban’s members; $5 students
Jared Aragón, Organ
Sunday, Apr. 19, 4 p.m.
Pre-Evensong Recital
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal
Church
Pamela Decker, Organ
Mildred Flood Mahoney Concert
Sunday, Apr 26, 4 p.m. , Free
Holsclaw Hall, University of Arizona
Janet Tolman, Organ
Sunday, May 17, 4 p.m.
Pre-Evensong Recital
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal
Church

Dean’s message continued from page 3
Vatican, which is 448 feet high. To put that in
perspective, realize the tower at Riverside Church
(pictured below) is “only” 392 feet tall. Take a moment
to let that to sink in. . . mind boggling, isn’t it? For that
matter, I am sure St. Peter’s Basilica must have an
extremely lengthy reverberation, but I cannot find any
sources that record the duration of the sound decay. If
someone has information about the reverberation time
of St. Peter’s Basilica, I would be grateful if you could
share that with us.

Hamilton Mausoleum. Quite honestly, not the most
attractive building from the exterior. However, the
interior is lavishly appointed with magnificent sculpture
and ornate stonework.

marble, for example) and the less cluttered the interior
to trap soundwaves (as in a dome, for example, or even
a racquetball court, for that matter) the more the room
will ring. Grant’s Tomb, (constructed 1891-1897, just
across the street from Riverside Church in NYC) is very
similar to the Hamilton Mausoleum in size, architectural
style, and reverberation time. Neither of these
mausoleums is terribly large, but the reverberation time
in both is tremendous. No visit to Riverside Church is
complete without also crossing the street to see the
stunning tomb of President and Mrs. Grant. I’ve been in
there several times; it is utterly breathtaking.
Shockingly, there is a place that has a reverberation
nearly 8 times that of Hamilton Mausoleum and has
also set the world’s record for longest reverberation at a
whooping, unbelievable, extraordinary 112 seconds.
Yes, one hundred and twelve seconds! It is not a
cathedral, it’s not technically even a room; it is a nolonger-in-use oil/fuel tank. The Inchindown Royal Navy
Fuel Tanks, of which 6 were completed, are located in
Invergordon, Scotland. Built between 1938 and 1941
for fuel and oil storage during the WWII, they are all
underground and were constructed of concrete
reinforced with stone. All but 1 are 778 feet long, 30
feet wide, with an arched ceiling 44 feet high. The sixth
tank is slightly shorter. A loud noise (like a gunshot, for
example) will resonate for 112 seconds. (THAT’S
ALMOST 2 MINUTES!!! To clarify, the 112 second
sound decay was verified in 2014 using hyper-sensitive
equipment that can detect sound until it has completely
disappeared. Human hearing may perceive the
massive decay as slightly less than 112 seconds.)

Inside the enormous Inchindown oil tank which
previously held 5.6 million gallons of fuel.
Riverside Church (left), Grant’s Tomb (right), ca. 1930.

This concludes the report on acoustics. I hope you
Now this is a thicket of trees. An extremely large room is found this interesting. Till next month,
not necessarily needed to generate a long reverberation Warmest regards,
time, it has much more to do with the shape of the room
and even more to do with the material used in a room’s
-7construction. The harder the surface material (like

Larry
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Book Review of Beethoven’s Hair, 2000, Russell Martin,
submitted by chapter member Maxine Fifer.

Please renew your AGO membership as it comes due.
You can check your renewal date online Here are the
ways to renew: Go to https://www.agohq.org/oncardWhen Beethoven died on login/ where you enter your user name and password. If
March 27, 1827, a coil of you’ve done it before and saved it, it may come up
his brown and gray hair
automatically. When you login, it will take you to the next
was cut from his corpse
page which will give you your renewal date. Just follow
by Dr. Ferdinand v Hiller, the directions from there!
later given to son Paul
Online using your credit/debit card. Go to the ONCARD
website and follow the instructions: https://
Hiller on 5/1/1883, who
www.agohq.org/oncard/
died in 1934.

Online sending a check through the mail. Go to the
website https://www.agohq.org/oncard/ and print the
invoice, include your check, and mail it directly to
headquarters in New York. The address is given in the
The research follows Beethoven’s career, his friendships form.

The coil was sealed
between two pieces of
glass in a locket, resealed with an inscription in 1911.
with other musicians, as well as the locket’s travel
through time (the fall of the Hapsburg dynasty, Nazi
persecution of Jews, etc.).

Surface Mail. Please contact Janet Tolman for
information (tolman@wvcnet.com or 520-888-3173).

In April 1994 Sotheby’s sold the locket for $7,300.
Alfredo Guevara (a Nogales urologist, who according to
Google keeps 3 strands of the hair in a vial in his office
along with an organ and Beethoven recordings) received
160 strands, and Ira Brilliant, a Scottsdale real estate
developer, who had accumulated Beethoven
memorabilia (all now housed at the Ira F. Brilliant Center
for Beethoven Studies at San Jose State University,
established in 1983) received 422 strands.
Because of Beethoven’s poor health (Hepatitis,
gastrointestinal infections, hearing loss at age 27),
strands were submitted to forensic scientists for at the
UArizona Medical Center, Health Research Institute and
Psychemedics Corp. in Los Angeles, and McCrone
Research Institute in Illinois resulting in a conclusive
drug analysis in 1996 (zero morphine content;
“massively toxic with lead at the time of death and may
have been dozens of years before”).
A truly fascinating read . . .

Also, please take a few minutes to update your
information on AGO ONCARD. The email address, home
address, and phone numbers listed on that database are
used for the membership directory.
IMPORTANT NOTE: Questions may be directed to
Janet Tolman, Membership Chair.

Patronize our advertisers

Maxine Fifer
Robert A. Anderson
Phone: (520) 326-4048
randerson79@cox.net
5027 E. Timrod St.
Tucson, AZ 85711
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Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship

July 6-10, 2020

Established by the Southern
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in
memory of Professor Roy Andrew
Johnson, the scholarship is
available to assist in funding organ
study as follows:







lessons at any level through
collegiate;
introductory organ lessons for
pianists;
Registration fees for an
educational event, including a
Pipe Organ Encounter (POE);
for collegiate level students, registration fees for
regional and national conventions of the AGO.
for collegiate level students, full membership in the
American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona
Chapter.

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from $350
to $500. For educational events, the scholarship will
cover the cost of registration.
An application form may be found online at
www.saago.org. Completed forms may be submitted
to the Scholarship Committee Chair at any time.

Support our chapter with a financial gift.
Consider underwriting a concert, making a
contribution to the general fund or to the
Johnson Scholarship Fund.
DONOR LEVELS
$500+
$250-$499
$100-$249
$50-99
$1-$49

Tuba Mirabilis
Trompette
Diapason
Flute Harmonique
Voix Humaine

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO
Mail it to
David Horr, Treasurer
P.O. Box 31511
Tucson, AZ 85751

Thank you!
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A few photos from the Holiday Social

Larry’s amazing
cathedral
constructed with
toothpicks!

Thanks to Dave Horr
for the photos.
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A bit of Tucson organ history from 1962, Trinity Presbyterian Organ Dedication

Fred Swann and the Barnes Family
Fred Swann, AGO past president,
well-known, highly regarded and
much loved organist, was good
friends with the Bill Barnes family.
Here are a few notes from Steven
Egler’s interview, “A conversation
with Frederick Swann,” The
Diapason, November 2014, pp. 20–
24.
“I studied with John Christensen, who was the organist at
the First Methodist Church in Evanston, and was his
assistant organist during my four years in college. During
my senior year, I also became organist and choir director
at First Baptist Church upon the retirement of William
Harrison Barnes (1892–1980). Dr. Barnes was the author
of The Contemporary American Organ (1930) and well
known as an organ consultant.
You said that the Barnes family “adopted” you?

When I arrived on the scene at Northwestern University,
they heard me play and thought that I was advanced for
my age. They also had recently lost a son, and for some
reason, I reminded them of him and they decided to take
me into the family.
They were also responsible for my introduction to Virgil
Fox (1912–1980) and took me on my first trip to New York
City. On Sunday, they took me to the choir loft of St.
Patrick’s Cathedral to meet the organist, their close friend
Charles Courboin (1884–1973). During the sermon at the
Mass, Dr. Courboin said to me, “Why don’t you play the
postlude?” Of course, I had never played in a room like
that or on an organ of that size, but I knew the Langlais Te
Deum from memory, so I managed to get through it with
the crescendo pedal and a general piston or two. Later, I
became very good friends with Dr. Courboin, and, in fact, I
studied the complete organ works of Franck with him. This
was a great privilege, for he was widely regarded as an
expert on the works of Franck. . . . And he never charged
me a penny for all of those lessons!”
-14-
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