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Please note: 

 

April and May events are postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic. 

It is hoped that the April home organ crawl can be rescheduled for Fall 2020. 

The end of year social event may become our opening Fall meeting. 

Dear SAAGO chapter members,  
 
I send you greetings during this difficult time.  
 
We were treated to a lovely concert in celebration of 
the 335th birthday of Johann Sebastian Bach on 
March 8th.  Thank you to John Brobeck, Jeffrey 
Campbell, Quinton Hurst, and Douglas 
Leightenheimer for participating in the program.  A 
special thanks is also offered to Gabrielle Carrillo, 
Gloria Day, and Jane Hallett who also took part in the 
program.   
 
There is little I can say concerning the ghastly 
pandemic currently engulfing our entire planet that 
you have not already heard; indeed, analysis of this 
world-wide catastrophe dominates every news cast, 
every television and radio station, every magazine, 
every conversation, my adding a long litany of advice 
and other such “niceties” is pointless.   As you 
already know, it is highly recommended everyone 
stay home at all times except to buy food and take  
 
 

 
 

care of other pressing 
matters.  Therefore, 
everything has been 
canceled including our 
end-of-year meeting and 
dinner.   
 
There are some other events still planned for May, 
but at this point it is anyone’s guess if we will have 
returned to some normalcy by May; frankly, I doubt it.  
Lars Andersen will keep the calendar on our website 
up to date as things unfold, so please consult that 
with any questions you may have.  
 
My friends, be careful, be wise, stay home, keep 
social distancing, stay calm.   
 
Respectfully yours, 

 

Larry Kuipers, Dean 

http://www.saago.org
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Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor 520-323-7856 
 skj5@cox.net 

 

Deadlines for the 2020 season are 
 

This is the final issue for 2019-2020 
The first deadline of the 2020-2021 season is  August 15 

 

 
Please email information to 
  
 

Dusty Johnson, editor, at skj5@cox.net by the published deadlines.  You may 
also send it via U.S. mail. 
 

Advertising space available  
 Full page, $150; Half page (horizontal), $100 

Quarter page (vertical), $75; Business card size, $50 
Contact Larry Kuipers, Dean (larikipe@yahoo.com) 

 
 

 

NOTE:  Chapter members are invited to submit information about their 
special programs to be included in The CYPHER.  If you have 
programs you would like included, we would like to hear from you!  
Please send program descriptions, along with pertinent information—
title, date, location, time, brief description, cost, and photos—to Dusty 
Johnson, CYPHER editor.  The information will appear in the print 
edition as well as in the online edition.  Material may be edited as 
needed.  

T o play only what is written is the domain of science. To 

realize what is not written is the domain of art. 
—Jean Langlais. 

mailto:jrdscrgn@gmail.com
mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
mailto:Garmon.ashby@stphilipstucson.org
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
mailto:wetypefast3@gmail.com
mailto:Marloucb@aol.com
mailto:pdecker@email.arizona.edu
mailto:kdkcck@hotmail.com
mailto:dhedges@stmichael.net
mailto:paulshesselink@peoplepc.com
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Dear Colleagues, 

April 2020.  Who could have imagined under what 
circumstances we would be living today.  The 
coronavirus pandemic—words not even in our 
vocabularies until the past month—has created 
enormous upset in the patterns of our lives.  For some 
unfortunate persons, it has meant a serious illness, 
and even death; for others, loss of jobs and income; 
for untold numbers of college students, spending 
spring term at home forced into online courses, 
canceled required recitals, canceled commencements 
and being required to return home from unfinished 
study abroad programs;  for parents, having children 
at home while attempting to keep some measure of 
normalcy; for the worship of Almighty God, having  
services ’streamed online’ to adhere to the ’shelter in 
place’ edicts.  It’s a new world and one that I sincerely 
hope is not the ‘new normal.’ 
 
Having gone through that litany, all of which you 
know, I think it’s important for us to maintain our 
collegiality and commitment to our faith, our family 
and friends.   
 
As an AGO chapter, we have needed to respond by 
canceling/rescheduling programs.  I am disappointed 
in having the April 25 home organ crawl canceled, but 
I hope it can be re-scheduled for next season.  
  

 

 

As we adjust to the news and 
impacts of each day, I encourage 
you to keep in touch—with your family, friends and 
colleagues.   And do what you can to aid those who 
are in trouble (order food at a local restaurant, etc.) or 
who may be.  The words that come to my mind are 
those from the Anglican Book of Common Prayer, 
found in Corinthians, Thessalonians and the first book 
of Peter and which were set so beautifully by Martin 
Shaw as an anthem titled “A Blessing.” 

Dusty Johnson, editor 

Coronavirus Update: The AGO National Convention is going ahead as planned. They are 
looking forward to seeing you in Atlanta in four months.  

A Blessing 
 

Go forth into the world in peace;  

be of good courage; 

hold fast that which is good;   

render to no man evil for evil. 

Strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; 

help the afflicted, honor all men; 

Love and serve the Lord,  

rejoicing in the power of the holy Spirit. 

And the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost  

be upon you, and remain with you forever.  Amen. 

An exciting schedule and roster of performers and 

world premieres are planned. A sample follows: 

 The 2020 St. Cecilia recitalist, Alan Morrison, will 
perform the premiere of an exciting composition by 
Rachel Laurin titled “Mr. Mistoffelees Overture.”  

 The opening concert features Thomas Ospital, 
Titulaire of the Grand Orgue at the Eglise Saint-
Eustache in Paris.  

 Isabelle Demers performs in Sisters Chapel at 
Spelman College. 

 Thursday night, features two venues on the Emory 
University Campus. Emerson Concert Hall and Glenn 
Memorial United Methodist Church will feature the 

Atlanta Master Chorale, Organist 
Jens Korndoerfer, and Trumpeters 
Mark Hughes and Micah Wilkinson. 

 The closing concert, conducted by 
the Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
Director of Choruses, Norman 
Mackenzie, will feature  Katelyn 
Emerson, Martin Jean, and Peter 
Marshall playing concertos with members of the ASO. 

 The closing concert, conducted by the Atlanta 
Symphony Orchestra Director of Choruses, Norman 
Mackenzie, will feature  Katelyn Emerson, Martin 
Jean, and Peter Marshall playing concertos with 
members of the ASO. 
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Please note that these events were still being 
planned.as of the April issue of THE CYPHER.  It is 
possible that they may be rescheduled or canceled.  
Be sure to check the SAAGO website to ascertain 
that they are still taking place. 
 
 

Janet Tolman, Organ 
Sunday, May 17, 4 p.m. 
Pre-Evensong Recital 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N Campbell Ave  
 

Janet Tolman, SAAGO 
Membership Chair, has served as 
organist/accompanist at Christ 
Church United Methodist since 
March 2009. She founded and 
directs the Christ Church Concert 
series, typically thirty-minute 
concerts that follow church services 
each month and present various 
soloists and ensembles from within 
the church and from the Tucson 
musical community. She also participates with the Christ 
Church Ringers, the church handbell ensemble. Janet’s 
previous churches in Tucson include First Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ), St. Philip’s In the Hills 
Episcopal Church, and Catalina United Methodist 
Church.  
 

Celebration of the Schantz organ 
Saturday, June 6, 3 p.m. 
Tracy Carr, oboe 
Mark Dal Porto, piano 
Susan Nigro, bassoon and contrabassoon 
Jared Isaac Aragón, piano and organ 
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church  
3809 E. Third Street 
 
A recital of music to celebrate the 
completion of repairs done to the 
Schantz Organ at St. Mark’s. 
Program will include world premieres 
of pieces by Jared Isaac Aragón, 
Frederick Frahm, and Colin I. Nossek. 
 
Jared Isaac Aragón, SAAGO sub 
dean, holds degrees in music 
composition from Eastern New 
Mexico University, the University of Arkansas  and the 
University of Arizona where he has studied under 
composers Mark Dal Porto, Robert Mueller, and Daniel 
Asia.  Aragón is organist and director of handbells at St. 
Mark’s Presbyterian Church.  He is being joined by 

guests Tracy Carr, oboe, Mark Dal Porto, piano and 
Susan Nigro, bassoon and contrabassoon. 
 

Dr. Tracy Carr is Professor of Double Reeds (Oboe) at 
Eastern New Mexico University and also serves as 
Professor of Music History at ENMU.  She is a founding 
member of Trio Encantada and is active as a soloist, 
chamber musician, orchestral musician, clinician, and 
adjudicator.  
 

Dr. Susan Nigro is one of the world’s very few 
contrabassoonists to have made a career of playing 
recitals, doing solo appearances, and making 
recordings. She has performed in places such as 
Salzburg, Montevideo, Rome, and throughout the 
United States, and also frequently presents master 
classes. Her quest for solo literature has inspired her to 
commission and premier more than fifty pieces for the 
contra. 
   
Dr. Mark Dal Porto serves on the faculty of Eastern 
New Mexico University as Professor of Music and 
Coordinator of Music Theory and Composition and 
frequently serves as a guest composer and conductor.  
His compositions have been  performed by numerous 
instrumental and vocal ensembles throughout the US 
and abroad.  
 

Member Programs  

April composer  

 
Johann Kuhnau was a 
remarkable musician and 
theorist, Kantor of Leipzig (a 
position he held for 21 years),  
and one of the pillars of the 
German school of the clavier. 
Johann Kuhnau's successor 
as Thomaskantor was J. S. 
Bach in 1723.  
 
Kuhnau apparently inspired 
Bach in his choice of the title 
Clavier-Übung for four 
keyboard publications. He 
collaborated with Bach in the examination of an organ 
at Halle in 1716. Furthermore, Kuhnau's nephew, 
Johann Andreas Kuhnau, was Bach’s first principal 
copyist of cantata parts and must have enjoyed a close 
association with the new Kantor.  It is almost universally 
believed that Kuhnau was the probable composer of  
the Cantata Uns ist ein Kind Geoboren for Christmas 
Day, BWV 142.  Much of his music, including operas, 
masses, and other large-scale vocal works, is lost.   

April 1660-June 5, 1722 

https://www.bach-cantatas.com/Lib/Kuhnau-Johann-Andreas.htm
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Roy A. Johnson Memorial Organ Series 
 

The Roy A. Johnson Memorial Organ Series, 

established in memory of Professor Johnson following 

his tragic death in 1995, showcases outstanding 

contemporary organists.  Professor Johnson made                           

enormous contributions to the organ studies               

program, the keyboard area, and to graduate studies 

during his 29 years at the University of Arizona.  The 

installation of the beautiful Schoenstein organ given by 

Isabelle Harris, in a hall designed for the organ,                          

was the fulfillment of his vision for a                  

flourishing organ  program. 

August 1936—February 1995 
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Recap of the BACH BASH on March 8 

The Bach 

Bash 

presented a 

program of 

inspiring 

music and 

excellent 

performances.  

It was a 

worthy tribute 

to the 

master’s 

birthday! 

Photos, Dave Horr 

Gloria Day, Gabriella Carrillo, Jane Hallett 

John Brobeck, Jeffrey Campbell, Douglas Leightenheimer, Quinton Hurst 
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Jeffrey Campbell, Stephen Keyl, John Brobeck, Gloria Day, Gabriella Carrillo,  
Douglas Leightenheimer, Jane Hallett, Quinton Hurst 

John Brobeck, Jeffrey Campbell, Douglas Leightenheimer,  

Quinton Hurst 

Above two photos, Lars Andersen 

Steve Keyl opening remarks: “A 

synopsis of Bach’s activity”  
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The Nominating Committee presents the following 
candidates for officers and program chairs for 2020-
2022.  You will receive a ballot via regular mail which will 
also have availability for write-in candidates.  The official 
ballot must be returned no later than April 21, 2020.  
Only Regular (Full) members are eligible to vote. 
 

Dean Janet Tolman 

Sub-Dean Raymond Ryder 

Secretary  David Horr + 

Treasurer David Horr+ 

Membership Lars Andersen 

Advertising Maxine Fifer 

Cypher Editor  Stardust (Dusty) Johnson + 

Hospitality Joyce Swinehart + 

Publicity Lars Andersen+ 

University of Arizona Liaison Pamela Decker + 

Placement   Lars Andersen 

Member at Large (class of 2024) Wesley Moulton 

+Incumbent 

The Board recommends the position of Professional 
Concerns be eliminated from the list of officers since 
that position is no longer one that is specified by AGO 
national. 
 
 

 

Please renew your AGO membership as it comes 
due.  You can check your renewal date online   Here 
are the ways to renew:  Go to https://www.agohq.org/
oncard-login/ where you enter your user name and 
password.  If you’ve done it before and saved it, it may 
come up automatically.  When you login, it will take you 
to the next page which will give you your renewal date.  
Just follow the directions from there! 
Online using your credit/debit card.  Go to the ONCARD 
website and follow the instructions: https://
www.agohq.org/oncard/ 
 
Online sending a check through the mail.  Go to the 
website https://www.agohq.org/oncard/ and print the 
invoice, include your check, and mail it directly to 
headquarters in New York.  The address is given in the 
form.   
 
Surface Mail.  Please contact Janet Tolman for 
information (tolman@wvcnet.com or 520-888-3173).  
 
Also, please take a few minutes to update your 
information on AGO ONCARD.  The email address, 
home address, and phone numbers listed on that 
database are used for the membership directory.   
 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Questions may be directed to 
Janet Tolman, Membership Chair.   
 

 

Robert A. Anderson 
 

 
 

 

 

Phone: (520) 326-4048 
randerson79@cox.net 

5027 E. Timrod St. 

Tucson, AZ 85711 

Patronize our advertisers 

  

file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO Cypher January 2020
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO Cypher January 2020
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
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Canceled  
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July 6-10, 2020 

Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship 

Established by the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in 
memory of Professor Roy Andrew 
Johnson, the scholarship is 
available to assist in funding organ 
study as follows: 
 
 lessons at any level through 

collegiate;  
 introductory organ lessons for 

pianists;  
 Registration fees  for an 

educational event, including a 
Pipe Organ Encounter (POE); 

 for collegiate level students, registration fees for  

regional and national conventions of the AGO.   
 for collegiate level students, full membership in the 

American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona 
Chapter. 

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from $350 
to $500.  For educational events, the scholarship will 
cover the cost of registration.   

An application form may be found online at 
www.saago.org.  Completed forms may be submitted 
to the Scholarship Committee Chair at any time. 

Support our chapter with a financial gift.  
Consider underwriting a concert, making a 
contribution to the general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   

DONOR LEVELS 
 

$500+  Tuba Mirabilis 

$250-$499  Trompette 

$100-$249  Diapason 

$50-99  Flute Harmonique 

$1-$49  Voix Humaine 

 

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO 

Mail it to 
 

David Horr, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 31511 

Tucson, AZ 85751 
 

Thank you!  
Guess Who Answer:  David Horr, SAAGO Secretary/
Treasurer 

http://www.saaago.org
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Publication Information: The Cypher is a bimonthly newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is distributed to chapter members, organists of churches in Tucson and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, and Washington as well as Korea, Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, Australia). Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request the printed version will 
receive The Cypher via email. Send information for publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email 
skj5@cox.net, or to 2215 E 2nd St., Tucson, AZ 85719-4930. Please type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views 
expressed in any of the pieces herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern Arizona 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, its officers or members.  
 

 

 

 

Southern Arizona Chapter 
American Guild of Organists 
P.O. Box 31315 
Tucson AZ 85751-1315 
 

 
 
 

Inside: 

Dean’s message, cover 

 Message from the editor, p. 3 

Members’ Program Information, p. 4 

Bach Bash recap, pp. 6-7 

Election Information, p. 8 

Membership Renewals, p. 8 

Johnson Scholarship Information, p. 11 

 

 

 


