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Coping with Covid 
Sunday, January 24, 3 p.m., ZOOM 

Musicians and clergy discuss the challenges of worship during 

the Covid-19 pandemic.  
 
This promises to be an engaging look at the challenges—and opportunities—
facing musicians and clergy during this on-going pandemic.   Organists and 
clergy from several churches will share their challenges and consequent 
decisions in order to continue to conduct worship during these very difficult 
times.   
 
There will be opportunity for chapter members to ask questions of the 
participants.  Some of the topics to be addressed are identified below. 
 

The various participants will be identified in a forthcoming flier which will also 
contain a link for the ZOOM presentation. 
 
Mark your calendars now for this very interesting and informative 
program. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS for accessing the online program will be forthcoming 
and will be emailed to the membership.  
 

 
 

Programs at a glance  
 

 

 
CANCELLED 
Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Sat., January 23  
 

Coping with Covid 
Organists/Clergy share 
Challenges 
Sun., January 24, 3 pm 
ZOOM 
 
Honoring Black 
Composers  
February 14, 3 pm 
ZOOM 
 
Home Pipe Organ Tour 
April TBD 
 
End of Year Annual 
Meeting and Social 
TBD 
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Topics will include 
 

• Technology used—past recordings, off-site music , visuals livestream-
ing/pre-recorded music and services. 

• Financial implications—as related to operating expenses, particularly 
as related to staff and musicians.  

• Emotional support—how emotional support has been provided for 
congregants and staff members 

• Protocol for memorials, weddings, baptisms 
• Moving forward in 2021--changes incorporated during pandemic to be 

continued in 2021 when crisis is over 

 

Welcome 2021 and Goodbye to 2020! 

English Victorian Organ Pipes  

http://www.saago.org
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Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor 520-323-7856 
 skj5@cox.net 

 

Deadlines for the 2020-2021 season are 
 
January 15 
February 15 
March 15 
April 15 
 

Please email information to 
  
Dusty Johnson, editor, at skj5@cox.net by the published deadlines.  You may 
also send it via U.S. mail. 
 

Advertising space available  
 Full page, $150; Half page (horizontal), $100 

Quarter page (vertical), $75; Business card size, $50 
                Contact Maxine Fifer, Advertising Chair (wetypefast@gmail.com) 

NOTE:  Chapter members are invited to submit information about their 
special programs to be included in THE CYPHER.  If you have 
programs you would like included, we would like to hear from you!  
Please send program descriptions, along with pertinent information—
title, date, location, time, brief description, cost, and photos—to Dusty 
Johnson, CYPHER editor.  The information will appear in the print 
edition as well as in the online edition.  Material may be edited as 
needed.  

T o play only what is written is the domain of science. To 

realize what is not written is the domain of art. 
—Jean Langlais. 

mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
mailto:jrdscrgn@gmail.com
mailto:jrdscrgn@gmail.com
mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
mailto:Marloucb@aol.com
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2020
mailto:kdkcck@hotmail.com
mailto:pdecker@email.arizona.edu
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2019
mailto:paulshesselink@peoplepc.com
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2020
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Dear colleagues, 

 
Are you as glad as I am that 2020 is over?  I’m 
looking forward to a much brighter 2021.  We all 
dealt with many unforeseen challenges in 2020, in 
our churches and in our personal lives.  Some of us 
lost dear friends, family or extended family because 
of the coronavirus or other terminal illnesses. I think 
we all learned a lot, including how to go forward 
using unfamiliar technology in making music and in 
connecting with each other when face-to-face 
meetings were not advisable.   

Like every year, it was a year of what we consider 
gains and losses.  Unlike other years, we wore 
masks, washed our hands a lot and used hand 
sanitizers, and probably spent much more time in 
some form of social isolation. It may be several 
more months before we can return to some 
semblance of our previous “normal”.  During this 
time, I think we have been blessed by music, 
perhaps in a way not previously experienced.   

For many of us, music is the constant in our lives, 
and a very good reason to be continually grateful, in 
spite of whatever else is going on. 

 

 
 
I think of the words penned by Frances R. Havergal 
(1836-1879) for a New Year’s card in 1874.  The 
first stanza of the poem follows: 
  
 Another year is dawning.  
 Dear Father, let it be 
 In working or in waiting, 
 Another year with Thee. 
 
Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) set these 
words to his tune AURELIA, which many of us know 
as “The Church’s One Foundation”.  It’s a great 
tune, and the words fit perfectly.   
 
I pray for each of you God’s richest blessings for this 
new year, 2021.  

Keep the music going! 
 
 

Dean Janet Tolman    
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Honoring Black Composers 
Sunday, February 14, 3 p.m. 
ZOOM 
 
In recognition of Black History month, SAAGO is 
preparing a program which features organ literature 
composed by Black composers.  This will be an 
interesting and informative program which highlights 
a portion of literature that may be fairly unknown, but 
which deserves to be performed.  
 
Some of the composers to be represented are 
Florence Price, Leslie Adams, William Farley Smith, 
George Walker and Fela Sowande  
 

Be sure to add this date to your calendar.   

 

February Program Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship  

Established by the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in 
memory of Professor Roy 
Andrew Johnson, the scholarship 
is available to assist in funding 
organ study as follows: 
 
 lessons at any level through 

collegiate;  
 introductory organ lessons 

for pianists;  
 Registration fees  for an 

educational event, including a Pipe Organ 
Encounter (POE); 

 for collegiate level students, registration fees for  
regional and national conventions of the AGO.   

 for collegiate level students, full membership in the 
American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona 
Chapter. 

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from 
$350 to $500.  For educational events, the scholarship 
will cover the cost of registration.   

An application form may be found online at 
www.saago.org.  Completed forms may be 
submitted to the Scholarship Committee Chair at 
any time. 

http://www.saaago.org
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• If you are called upon to play a church service, it 
is a greater honor than if you were to play a 
concert on the finest organ in the world… Thank 
God each time when you are privileged to sit 
before the organ console and assist in the worship 

of the Almighty.– Albert Schweitzer 

• The Church knew what the psalmist knew: Music 
praises God. Music is well or better able to praise 
him than the building of the church and all its 
decoration; it is the Church’s greatest ornament.– 

Igor Stravinsky 

• Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can 
calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the 
most magnificent and delightful presents God has 

given us.– Martin Luther.  

• There is nothing to playing the organ. You only 
have to hit the right notes at the right time and the 

instrument plays itself – Johann Sebastian Bach 

• Organ playing is the manifestation of a will filled 

with the vision of eternity. – Charles Marie Widor 

• Listen and for organ music thou wilt ever, as of 
old, hear the Morning Stars sing together. — 

Thomas Carlyle 

• To my eyes and ears the organ will ever be the 
King of Instruments. – Wolfgang Amadeus 

Mozart 

Inspiring quotes to spark your passion for the organ 
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Hello all! 
 
It is great to be in touch 
with you again. It has 
been more than four 
years since I took my new 
position at St. George's 
Episcopal Church in 
Nashville, TN. I was 
asked to share briefly 
what I have been up to, 
and as I wish you are all 
safe and well during this 
difficult time, here are 
some highlights!  

 
Since leaving Tucson, I 
have married.  I met my 
wife, Rebekah Alexander, 
a professional soprano in 
Avant-Garde music (yes, 
nothing to do with the 
organ even though we 
have performed 
together!) in Nashville, 
and we were married in 
2018 in Hawaii.  
 
I am enjoying my time 
here at St. George's, 
where I followed the 
footsteps of those Wilma 
Jensen and Murray 
Sommerville. I took our 
choristers to beautiful Ely 

Cathedral in UK last year, where we almost 
overlapped with folks from St. Philip's in the Hills, 
which was purely coincidental! 
 
Our Sanctuary in St. George's Episcopal Church has 
gone through a major renovation for acoustical 
enhancement, and we are expecting a new J.P 
Buzard pipe organ in 2022.  You might have seen 
some news about it in TAO magazine not long ago! It 
was lots of work researching and working to find a 
builder, but we are very excited for this.  
 
I have been performing and teaching, and I founded 
a new professional choral ensemble called  

 
 
"Elevare" (www.elevaremusic.com).  We were  
scheduled to perform at the 2020 Atlanta AGO 
convention, which, as you know, was unfortunately 
canceled.  However, we are working on some new 
projects. I am still active in Nashville AGO chapter, 
and in fact, I am the dean-elect for 2021. It will be 
interesting to face the challenges of continuing our 
programming during these challenging times!  
 
I hope you are all well and safe.  It is great to connect 
with you again! 
 

Woosug 

 
 
 

Director of Music 

Ministries, St. George’s 

Episcopal Church, Nashville 

Greetings and Updates from Woosug Kang 

Woosug and Rebekah 

NEW MUSIC TERMS 
ALLEREGRETTO: When you’re 16 measures into the 
piece and suddenly realize you set too fast a tempo. 
ANGUS DEI: To play with a divinely beefy tone 
A PATELLA; Accompanied by knee-slapping 
APOLOGGIATURA: A composition that you regret 
playing 
APPROXIMATURA: A series of notes not intended by 
the composer, yet played with an “I meant to do that” 
attitude 
APPROXIMENTO: A musical entrance that is 
somewhere in the vicinity of the correct pitch 
DILL PICCOLINI: An exceedingly small wind instrument 
that plays only sour notes 
FERMANTRA; A note held over and over and over and 
over and. . .  
FIDDLER CRABS; Grumpy string players 
FLULTE FLIES; Those tiny insects that bother musicians 
on outdoor gigs 
FRUGALHORN; A sensible and inexpensive brass 
instrument 
GAUL BLATTER; A French horn player 
GREGORIAN CHAMP; The title bestowed upon the monk 
who can hold a note the longest 
PLACEBO DOMINGO; A faux tenor 
SPRITZICATA; An indication to string instruments to 
produce a bright and bubbly sound 
TEMPO TANTRUM; What an elementary school 
orchestra is having when it’s not following the 
conductor 

http://www.elevaremusic.com
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TECHNICALLY 

ACCURATE CONSULTING 

Support our chapter with a financial gift.  
Consider underwriting a concert, making a 
contribution to the general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   

DONOR LEVELS 
 

$500+  Tuba Mirabilis 

$250-$499  Trompette 

$100-$249  Diapason 

$50-99  Flute Harmonique 

$1-$49  Voix Humaine 

 

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO 

Mail it to 
 

David Horr, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 31511 

Tucson, AZ 85751 
 

Thank you!  
Your gifts make a difference.  
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Publication Information: The Cypher is a bimonthly newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is distributed to chapter members, organists of churches in Tucson and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, and Washington as well as Korea, Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, Australia). Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request the printed version will 
receive The Cypher via email. Send information for publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email 
skj5@cox.net, or to 2215 E 2nd St., Tucson, AZ 85719-4930. Please type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views 
expressed in any of the pieces herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern Arizona 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, its officers or members.  
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