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Celebrate the Holidays! 
Saturday, Dec. 4. 6 p.m.   
Dean Janet’s home 
 

Joy to the World Christmas 
Cantata 
December 5, 9:45 a.m. 
Northminster Presbyterian 

Church 
 

The Winter Rose Christmas 
Cantata 
Saturday, Dec. 11, 4 p.m. 
El Camino Baptist Church 
 

Choral Evensong 
December 19, 4:15 p.m. 
St. Phillips in the Hills 

Episcopal Church  
 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Sat., Jan. 22, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
St. Mark’s Presbyterian 

Church 
 

Alcée Chriss, Organ 
Roy Johnson Organ Series 
Friday, Feb. 4, 7 p.m. 
Master Class, Sat., Feb 5, 10 a.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, U of A 
 

Jeffrey Campbell, Organ 
New Chorale Preludes and 
Open Console 
Sunday, Feb. 13, 3 p.m. 
St. Phillips in the Hills 

Episcopal Church  
 

Isabelle Demers, Organ 
Friday, Feb. 18, 7 p.m. 
Catalina United Methodist 

Church 
 

Organ Music by Women 
Composers 
Sunday, Mar. 13, 3 p.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels 

Episcopal Church  
 

Invitation from Dean Janet Tolman 
 

Before you get too busy with rehearsals, practicing, shopping, and going to 
concerts, come to my townhouse and enjoy good food and fellowship.  You 
don’t need to bring anything – just yourself and your spouse or a friend. All the 
food and beverages will be provided. ‘Tis the season of giving, and it’s my 
opportunity to host you as a thank-you gift for being members of SAAGO. 

There is guest parking right beside the townhouse, further down Pueblo Villas 
Drive near the swimming pool, near the intersection of Pueblo Villas and 
Tigua Drives, and just south of the intersection on Tigua.  My townhouse is 
actually on Pueblo Villas Drive, the first one on the right after the road forks off 
to the right to Tigua.  I have a long driveway, so feel free to park behind my 
two vehicles, as well. 

This is a wonderful time to simply enjoy each other.  I look forward to seeing 
you at my house. If you get a little lost, just give me a call at either 520-888-
3173 or 520-265-2642. 

To insure adequate preparations, please contact Janet via email or call if you 
plan to attend (tolman@wvcnet.com or  520-888-3173). Driving directions are on 
page 4. 

http://www.saago.org
https://pipeorgandatabase.org/builder/5397
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
mailto:dleightnc@aol.com
mailto:dleightnc@aol.com


-2- 

 

 
AMERICAN GUILD  
OF ORGANISTS 
 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA  
CHAPTER 
P.O. Box 31315 
Tucson, AZ 85751-1315 

Executive Committee 

Dean 
Janet Tolman   

 
Sub Dean/Program Chair 
Raymond Ryder  
 
Secretary & Treasurer 
David Horr  

 
advertising 
Maxine Fifer  
 

Membership & Publicity 
Lars Andersen  
 
Hospitality 
Delores Schultz  

Editor, The Cypher 
Dusty Johnson  

Member-at-Large 
Catharine Kennedy  

Member-at-Large 
Wesley Moulton  

Liaison, University of Arizona  
Pamela Decker  

Chaplain 
The Rev. Beth Rambikur 327-1116  
pastor@ccumtucson.org 

Arizona/Southern Nevada  
District Convener 
Kristin Prouty  
kristin.holtonprouty@gmail.com 

 
To contact an Executive 
Committee member by email or 
phone, please use your 
membership directory.   

Our chapter has a new generic 
email address:  
southernarizonaago@gmail.com.  
This email will be checked by an 
Executive Committee member at 
least twice daily.  Of course, you 
can continue to use members 
various emails and phone numbers 
contained in the directory, which is 
not a public document.  
 

 
 AGO EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR           NATIONAL PRESIDENT           WEST REGION COUNCILOR 

    James Thomashower            Michael Bedford                       Skye Hart 
         212-870-2311              918-346-8104            480-948-8380, ext. 17 (W) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor  

  
 

 
 

Advertising space available  
 Full page, $150; Half page (horizontal), $100 

Quarter page (vertical), $75; Business card size, $50 
                Contact Maxine Fifer, Advertising Chair (wetypefast3@gmail.com) 

We want to include your programs and special events 

Please email news, articles, or photos, upcoming events or 
reports, plus any other website items to the editor by the 
following deadlines.  These are the deadlines for the 
remainder of the season.  

December 15 
January 15 
February 15 
March 15 
April 15 

 

Send to: 
Dusty Johnson, editor, at skj5@cox.net by the published 
deadlines.  You may also send it via U.S. mail. 

 
 

T o play only what is written is the domain of science. To 
realize what is not written is the domain of art. 

—Jean Langlais. 

mailto:pastor@ccumtucson.org
mailto:paulshesselink@peoplepc.com
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO Cypher September 2021
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2020
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Dear Southern Arizona Chapter Members,  
 
In 2010 James Ward, creator of the blog “I Like Boring 
Things,” launched a conference called the “Boring 
Conference,” a one-day celebration of all things 
mundane, ordinary and overlooked: sneezing, sounds 
made by vending machines and the inkjet printers of 
1999, for example. 
 
It might be interesting to stop and think about what we 
consider boring.  One thing is for certain here in Tucson: 
organ concerts and other musical arts concerts abound 
and are not boring, not by any stretch of the imagination. 
 
Some of us went to the Fox Theater on October 30 and 
thoroughly enjoyed the silent film “Nosferatu: A 
Symphony of Horror,” accompanied by the musical 
artistry of organist Dave Wickerham on the revitalized 
Wurlitzer theater organ.  It was truly thrilling. Not boring. 
 
The Catalina Organ Festival presented Bradley Hunter 
Welch in concert Friday night, November 20, in the 
sanctuary of Catalina United Methodist Church.  It was a 
magnificent program, played expertly from memory 
(except for the final composition in the program).  Not 
boring. 
 

 
 
On the afternoon of November 21, we gathered at 
Northminster Presbyterian Church to bask in the music of 
German Romantic composers.  Eight of our members 
played music of eight composers on the Quimby pipe 
organ.  Thank you to all the performers, to program 
coordinators David Gay, John Brobeck, and Dusty 
Johnson, to Dee Shultz and Cathie Kennedy for a lovely 
reception, and to the church for its generosity and 
hospitality.  Not boring. 
 
We are so fortunate in Tucson to have many fine pipe 
organs and fabulous players, and a vital spirit of support, 
collaboration and cooperation.  Not a boring thing about 
it. 
 
I confess that sometimes I get a little bored with the 
lessons and carols of Christmas, and I have to remind 
myself there is nothing boring about the story and the 
music that helps tell the story.   I wish you all the happiest 
of holidays, and may you not be bored! 
 

 

Dean Janet Tolman    

 

The holly and the ivy, 
When they are both full grown, 

Of all the trees that are in the wood, 
The holly bears the crown. 

 
 

The rising of the sun, 
And the running of the deer, 

The playing of the merry organ, 
Sweet singing in the choir. 
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Celebrate the Holidays! from the cover 
Saturday, December 4, 6 p.m.   
Dean Janet Tolman’s home, 5266 N. Tigua Drive 
Driving directions 

 
 

Organ Prelude and Choral Evensong 
Jeffrey Campbell, Organ 
Sunday, December 19, 4:15 and 4:30 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N. Campbell Ave.  
 

The pre-service organ prelude will be performed on 
the magnificent Holtkamp pipe organ. Dr. Jeffrey 
Campbell will perform the Leipzig Chorales by J.S. 
Bach in six recitals of three preludes each, grouped 

according to the liturgical year. 
These late works are some of the 
greatest works of the organ 
repertoire. At coming Evensongs, 
our choristers will prepare 
canticles, responses, and anthems 
which they will sing in the services. 
Remaining dates are: January 16, 
February 20, March 20 and May 15.   

These services are live streamed 
at  www.stphilipstucson.org/
livestream. 

 
 
 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Saturday, January 26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church 
3809 E. 3rd St. 
 

SAAGO’s annual event is designed to give children and 
youth a brief introduction to the pipe organ and its 
music.  Attendees get to explore the inner workings of 
the instrument and will also receive individual instruction 
on the organ.  Additional information and a registration 
form will follow in a later edition of THE CYPHER. 
 

Alcée Chriss, Organ 
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ Series 
Concert and Master Class 
Concert:  Friday, February 4, 7 p.m. 
Master Class, Saturday, February 5, 10 a.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, Fred Fox School of Music, U of A 
Admission:  $10, seniors $7, students $5  
 

A featured star in the PBS 
documentary Pipe Dreams (2019), 
and winner of the 2017 Canadian 
International Organ Competition 
and other competitions, Dr. Chriss 
has performed at distinguished 
venues and festivals throughout 
North America and Europe.   He is 
University Organist and Artist-in-
Residence at Wesleyan University, 
Middletown, CT, and serves as the 
Minister of Music at Saint 
Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Ridgefield, CT.   

Programs 

5266 North Tigua Drive.   
1. From North Oracle Road, turn onto West Cresta 

Loma Drive.  (Cresta Loma is just under one-half 
mile north of River Road.) 

2. Turn left onto North Pueblo Villas Drive. 
3. Just past Tigua Drive, Janet’s house is on the 

right (5266 North Tigua Dr.).  The car port and 
parking area face Pueblo Villas Drive. 

4. Park anywhere on Pueblo Villas or Tigua Drive. 

Joy to the World Christmas Cantata 
December 5, 9:45 a.m. 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 
2450 E. Fort Lowell Rd. 
 
The Sanctuary Choir and a 14-piece instrumental 
ensemble will present Joy to the World composed by 
John Leavitt at the 9:45 a.m. traditional service of 
worship.  Also, a variety of Advent and Christmas 
music (including brass and harp) is presented in the 
Rowley Courtyard following services of worship 
during Advent.   
Christmas Eve:   The traditional Christmas Eve 
Candlelight services of worship at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
are each preceded by organ recitals performed by  
John T. Brobeck, organist and director of music. 
 
The Winter Rose Christmas Cantata 
December 11, 4 p.m. 
El Camino Baptist Church 
7777 E. Speedway Blvd. 
 

The Christmas Choir and Orchestra program will 
present The Winter Rose, a beautiful Christmas work 
by Joseph M. Marti. Interested singers who might like 
to join this presentation may contact David Eckert, 
Director of Music, at deckert@elcaminochurch.org  

http://www.stphilipstucson.org/livestream
http://www.stphilipstucson.org/livestream
mailto:deckert@elcaminochurch.org
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Making All Things New 
Jeffrey Campbell 
Sunday, February 13, 3 p.m.  
St. Philip's in the Hills Episcopal Church 
4440 N. Campbell Ave.  
 

Jeffrey Campbell, DMus., ARCCO, will lead this 
workshop that focuses on newly composed Hymn-Tune 
Preludes suitable for the entire church year. Examples 
from the recently published seven volume “Oxford Hymn 
Settings for Organists” will focus on the work of 
prominent American & British composers, who bring a 
great variety of invention to their interpretations of 
classic and universally-loved hymn tunes. Our own Dr. 
Pamela Decker is one of the composers featured in this 
series! 

  
Celebrating Women Composers 
Sunday, March 13, 3 p.m.  
St. Michael and All Angels  
602 N. Wilmot Rd.  
More information to come. 
 

Andrew Carnegie and The Organ: A Unique 
Philanthropy 
William Kuhlman, Emeritus Professor of Music  
Luther College, Decorah, Iowa,  
Saturday, April 23, 10 a.m.  
Location:  TBA 
 

A program presented by Bill 
Kuhlman which explores what may 
be a little known fact:  over a forty 
year period, Andrew Carnegie 
donated over 7000 pipe organs.  In 
today's dollars it amounted to 
$300,000,000 benefiting churches 
and other institutions in America and 
the Commonwealth.   Was this "curious" 
form of philanthropy an extension of 
his "Gospel of Wealth" philosophy, 
and reacting to the enormous wealth 
he had acquired in business?   This 
should be a fascinating presentation.   
 

Home Organ Crawl 
May 14, 10 a.m. 
More information to come. 
 
End of Year Social and Business Meeting 
Sunday, June 15 
Location:  TBA 
 

Be sure to put all these programs on your 
calendar!! 

  
 

Programs continued 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Notice:  SAAGO Emails 

 

From Lars Andersen—Not receiving our emails 
via Constant Contact? 
 

If you are not receiving our emails through Constant 
Contact, your email provider may be putting those 
emails directly into your spam/junk folder.  Please 
check those folders in your inbox emails, and if ours 
is there, open it and then click "not junk" or "not 
spam" and then it should come through the next time 
we send out an email.   
 

If you continue to have problems getting our emails 
through Constant Contact, please let Lars know and 
he might be able to help (L.andersen@q.com).  

During the Year of the Young Organist, July 1, 2021–
June 30, 2022, any individual under the age of 30 can 
become a member or renew her/his membership for free 
as part of this program.  
 

This is an extraordinary opportunity to join SAAGO 
absolutely free for one year with all the benefits 
available to full membership, including 
 

• Subscription to the monthly magazine, The 
American Organist. 

• Opportunity to attend master classes and 
webinars on a wide variety of topics. 

• Participation, with your colleagues, in local 
chapter programs and activities. 

• Receipt of the Chapter’s newsletter, The Cypher, 
eight times a year. 

 

To accept this amazing offer, go to www.agohq.org/
free-membership, fill in the online form 
“Complimentary Young Organist Membership,” 
select “Southern Arizona Chapter” as your primary 
chapter, and click on “submit.” 
 

• Questions?  Please feel free to contact:  
• Janet Tolman, Dean, 520-883-3173, or 

tolman@wvcnet.com  
• Lars Andersen, Membership Chair,                   

520-909-9038, or L.andersen@q.com 
• David Horr, Secretary & Treasurer,                  

520-822-7808, or dahorr@comcast.net  

Year of the Young Organist 

mailto:L.andersen@q.com
http://www.agohq.org/free-membership
http://www.agohq.org/free-membership
mailto:tolman@wvcnet.com
mailto:L.andersen@q.com
mailto:dahorr@comcast.net
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Our 30th Annual Showcase Concert featuring organ 
music of the German Romantics performed on the 
Quimby organ at Northminster, was enjoyed by a 
surprisingly goodly-sized audience.   The program, 
which was very well received, was followed by a 
beautiful reception prepared by Dee Schultz with 
assistance from Cathie Kennedy. 
 
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who made this program 
a success:  each of the performers, John Brobeck for 
his multiple roles, David Gay who chaired and 

organized the program, Dee Schultz and Cathie 
Kennedy for the reception, Dusty Johnson liaison with 
Northminster and creator of the printed program, 
Northminster for being very gracious in opening the 
sanctuary and organ to SAAGO, Chris Yamanaka 
Northminster media director,  and to all who worked 
to make this program a success.  The program may 
be viewed at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GwLz_B4Ecag 
 
As of November 30, the program had been viewed 87 
times. 

Left to right:  John T. Brobeck, Larry Kuipers, Billie Hayes (front), David Horr, David Wachter, Raymond Ryder, 
Scott Jones, Stan Kartchner.   Photo courtesy of Lars Andersen 

Joy to the World 



-8- 

  

The Mighty Wurlitzer Organ at the Fox Theatre was 
celebrated and heard on Saturday, October 30, when 
the well-known and popular theatre organist, Dave 
Wickerham,* accompanied the vampire silent film, 
NOSFERATU to an almost completely full house.  The 
audience loved it and Dave Wickerham was incredible in 
bringing the old silent film to life.  Just a reminder that 
Dave Wickerham holds a degree in organ performance 
from the U of A where he studied with Roy Johnson and 
played at the Organ Stop Pizza Parlors in both Tucson 
and Phoenix while he was a student. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Chapter member, Grahame Davis, owner and president 
of Pipe Organ Artisans of Arizona, has worked 
laboriously—and long—in bringing this exciting 
instrument to life—including finding the instrument in the 
home of a doctor in Southern California.  The Wurlitzer 
was crated and shipped to Tucson in a semi truck.  The 
doctor was at the Fox festivities.   Kudos to Grahame!! 

 

 

 

Established by the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in 
memory of Professor Roy Andrew 
Johnson, the scholarship is 
available to assist in funding 
organ study as follows: 
 
 lessons at any level through 

collegiate;  
 introductory organ lessons for 

pianists;  
 Registration fees  for an 

educational event, including a 
Pipe Organ Encounter (POE); 

 for collegiate level students, registration fees for  
regional and national conventions of the AGO.   

 for collegiate level students, full membership in the 
American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona 
Chapter. 

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from $350 
to $500.  For educational events, the scholarship will 
cover the cost of registration.   

An application form may be found online at 
www.saago.org.  Completed forms may be submitted 
to the Scholarship Committee Chair at any time. 

Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship  

The Fox Wurlitzer console 

Mighty Wurlitzer at the Fox  

Dave Wickerham at the Fox Wurlitzer on Oct. 30. 

Grahame Davis with Keith Hege at the festivities. 

http://www.saaago.org
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• We want you to be included in our 2020-2021 

Membership Directory.  If it’s time for you to 
renew, use one of the following renewal methods.   

 
• Online using your credit/debit card.  Go to the 

ONCARD website and follow the instructions: 
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/ 

 
• Online sending a check through the mail.  Go to 

the website https://www.agohq.org/oncard/ and 
then print the AGO application form, include your 
check, and mail it directly to the address indicated 
at the bottom of the form.   

 
• Also, please take a few minutes to update your 

information on AGO ONCARD.  The email 
address, home address, and phone numbers 
listed on that database are used for the 
membership directory.   

 
• Chapter Friends and those without computer 

access.  Please contact Lars Andersen for 
information on renewal or joining as a new 
Chapter Friend (L.andersen@q.com) or at 520-
909-9038. 

 
Membership Directories are being prepared 
and will be mailed to the membership when 
they are completed.  
 

Joy to the World--Ghent Altarpiece  

https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
https://www.agohq.org/oncard/
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2020
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Support our chapter with a financial gift.  
Consider underwriting a concert, making a 
contribution to the general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   

DONOR LEVELS 
 

$500+  Tuba Mirabilis 
$250-$499  Trompette 
$100-$249  Diapason 
$50-99  Flute Harmonique 
$1-$49  Voix Humaine 
 

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO 
Mail it to 

 

David Horr, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 31511 

Tucson, AZ 85751 
 

Thank you!  
Your gifts make a difference. 
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Publication Information: The Cypher is a bimonthly newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
American Guild of Organists. It is distributed to chapter members, organists of churches in Tucson and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region (Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska, Oregon, and Washington as well as Korea, Shanghai, Singapore, Taiwan, Hong 
Kong, and Sydney, Australia). Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request the printed version will 
receive The Cypher via email. Send information for publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email 
skj5@cox.net, or to 2215 E 2nd St., Tucson, AZ 85719-4930. Please type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views 
expressed in any of the pieces herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern Arizona 
Chapter of the American Guild of Organists, its officers or members.  
 
 

Southern Arizona Chapter 
American Guild of Organists 
P.O. Box 31315 
Tucson AZ 85751-1315 
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