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Please Note: Our March 22nd program—The Bachathon

Members’ Recital—has regretfully been postponed.

Johann Sebastian Bach (March 31, 1685 - July 28, 1750)

A portion of the Bach window at the Thomaskirche

“Bach is a colossus of Rhodes, beneath whom all musicians pass and will
continue to pass. Mozart is the most beautiful, Rossini the most brilliant, but
Bach is the most comprehensive: he has said all there is to say. If all the
music written since Bach’s time should be lost, it could be reconstructed on
the foundation which Bach laid.” — Charles Gounod

“... the most stupendous miracle in all music!” — Richard Wagner

“If Beethoven is a prodigy of man, Bach is a miracle of God.”
— Gioachino Rossini

“Bach is the beginning and end of all music.” — Max Reger

“Now there is music from which a man can learn something.”
— W. A. Mozart (on hearing Bach motets in Leipzig)

Play Bach on March 22!

Looking ahead to April 18—How the West was Won

presented by Valerie Harris, Dean, CAZAGO
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Dear Colleagues,

The past several weeks have been a roller coaster
of delights and discouragements. Perhaps you can
relate. Recently | had slightly more than 24 hours of
rehearsals interspersed with sleep, equipment set-
up and tear-down, and a few breaks (such as
driving, breakfast and lunch). Rehearsals included
the entire program for the spring concerts of
Sonoran Bells as well as the ‘alumni’ piece for this
year's Ensemble concert of the Tucson Music
Teachers Association.

In stressful periods, such as these past few weeks, |
sometimes feel as though I've lost my sense of
humor, but a cartoon someone sent me makes me
smile. The cartoon pictures a student with books in
hand looking at a directory/map. A sign on the wall
above the map reads ‘Philosophy Department,” and
the location on the map is labelled “Why are you
here?” It's not a question the creates any sense of a
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anxiety for me, but it is a question | sometimes ask
myself.

In light of the SAAGO organ crawl to Phoenix and
my recent weekend of rehearsals (not to mention
the regular, weekly rehearsals and services in which
many of us participate), the answer that comes to
my mind is: Connections. | draw strength from
connections... Connections with our shared musical
and cultural heritage, and, just as important, or
perhaps even more important, connections with one
another.

And so, despite the time and energy involved, | look
forward to each subsequent rehearsal. | look
forward to renewing my connections with fellow
musicians and with the wide and varied world of
music. (time to practice...)

Baymond T Byder, Dean

Priludium und Fuge Es-dur

(per organo plen o)

Johann Sebastian Bach, BWW 552




Chapter and Member Programs

Requiem, Gabriel Fauré
Northminster Sanctuary Choir
Sunday, March 8, 9:45 a.m.
Northminster Presbyterian Church
2450 E. Fort Lowell

Donation

Under the direction of Dr. John T. Brobeck, the
Sanctuary Choir performs the stunningly beautiful
Fauré Requiem accompanied by Dave Horr, organ,
and an instrumental ensemble. In contrast to some
other composers’ Requiems, the Fauré Requiem
presents a more serene, consoling view of death and
the afterlife.

Steinway Series: Bernadette Harvey, Piano
Saturday, March 21, 4 p.m.

Saint Philip’s in the Hills

Free, donations gratefully accepted.

Concert featuring internationally renowned Australian
pianist Bernadette Harvey.

Janet Tolman, Organ, with the Arizona
Symphonic Winds

Sunday, April 12, 3 p.m.,

Christ Church United Methodist

655 N. Craycroft Rd.

Free

The Arizona Symphonic Winds,

under the direction of Laszl6 Veres,

will for the first time in its 40-year

history, perform a major work with

organ, featuring organist and past

chapter dean, Janet Tolman, in Saint

-Saens "Finale" from "Symphony

No. 3." Comprised of 65 volunteers,

Arizona Winds, presents concerts

throughout the Tucson area and is well known for its
free concerts in the park. The band frequently
showcases both professional and amateur soloists as
well as talented young performers at its concerts.
Both Laszl6 Veres and Janet Tolman are well known
to the Tucson musical community. Be sure to mark
your calendar for this unique performance.

SAAGO—How the West Was Won
Valerie Harris

Saturday, Apr. 18, 10 a.m.

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

7650 N. Paseo Del Norte

Valerie Harris, Dean, CAZAGO, will present a
particularly interesting workshop

regarding the intermingling of the

development of the Arts, specifically

music, in the West in conjunction

with the arrival of the railroads.

Dean Harris is a concert organist,

church musician, presenter and

educator, who performs regularly as

guest recitalist on the historic Aeolian-Skinner organ
at the Tabernacle on Temple Square in Salt Lake
City, Utah, and at the Musical Instrument Museum on
the 1859 Robjohn organ. She holds a DMA in Organ
Performance from Arizona State University, where
she studied with Kimberly Marshall. She holds a
Master’s in Organ Performance and a Graduate
Certificate of Church Music from Shenandoah
Conservatory and a Bachelor of Music degree from
Brigham Young University

Dong-ill Shin, Organ
Catalina Organ Festival
Monday, Apr. 27, 7 p.m.
Catalina United Methodist Church
2700 E. Speedway Bivd.

$$

Don-ill Shin is a renowned South

Korean organist who is also

professor at Yonsei University as well

as university organist. He is well

known for winning major international
competitions and for his innovative
collaborations with traditional Korean
instruments and classical artists like Yo-Yo Ma.

SAAGO—Look, Ma, No Hands, Using
ForScore

Valerie Harris

Saturday, May 9, 10 a.m.

Catalina United Methodist Church

2700 E. Speedway Blvd.

Dr. Harris presents a workshop on using ForScore,
the sheet music digital app which allows musicians to
organize their music libraries digitally and to turn
pages via screen taps, custom gestures, or hands-
free with a Bluetooth pedal. .1t also has practice aids
which allow the performer to tract practice time, set
goals, and use features, such as a pitch pipe.

-
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Bach Memorial at Leipzig Available Position

PIANIST/ORGANIST
St. Mark's Presbyterian Church
Tucson, Arizona

ABOUT ST. MARK'S

Moved by compassion and rooted in faith, we are a
community actively engaged in ministries of peace,
justice and reconciliation. Gospel-based hospitality
and welcome form the heart of our congregation.
We are LGBTQIA+ inclusive, committed to gender
and racial equity, and honor the dignity of all per-
sons. We are thoughtful; we are creative; we are
joyful; we are persistent! Through worship, prayer,
and action, we seek to become the Beloved Com-
munity reflecting the love and justice of Jesus
Christ. Learn more about us at www.stmarksaz.org

POSITION OVERVIEW

St. Mark's Presbyterian Church is seeking a Pianist/
Organist to provide instrumental music for worship
services and serve as accompanist for our church
choir. This is a part-time, salaried position averaging
10 hours per week annually. The Pianist/Organist
reports to the Music Director with accountability to
the Lead Pastor/Head of Staff.




Recap—Phoenix Organ Crawl

Chapter members had a
great time visiting two
organs in Phoenix, plus
hearing a concert and
visiting the Music
Instrument Museum. The
day-long activities
culminated with dinner at
Organ Stop Pizza where
members not only had
great pizza, but were
treated to fun music
performed by Brett Valliant,
organist. As they say,
everyone had a great time!!

Richards & Fawkes Organ

L to R: Quinton Hurst, Raymond Ryder, Joan Lusenhop, Dusty Johnson, Doug
Leightenheimer, Rhonda Edgington (guest artist), Scott Jones, Delores Schultz,
Mark Stockwell, llona Kubiaczyk-Adler (host). Missing from the photo: Laura
Silva and Stan Kartchner. Pinnacle Presbyterian Church. Photo, Quinton Hurst

The MIM, photo Dee Schultz La Casa de Cristo, Berghaus Organ, Photo Dee Schultz

Organ Stop Pizza, Mesa, photo, Dee Schultz
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“Young Voices Rejoice!”
Tucson’s 8" annual Children’s Church Choir Festival

Saturday, March 7, 2026, 10:00-3:00pm
Northminster Presbyterian Church
2450 E. Ft. Lowell
Corner of Ft. Lowell and Tucson Blvd

Young Voices Rejoice is a children’s choir festival involving many Tucson children’s choirs.
Come and join us for an exciting day as we join together in song. Interested choirs can
choose to sing individually and/or in the mass choir. The day will include rehearsals,
games/activities, choir chimes, lunch and a performance for family and friends. Children

Interested Children’s Choir directors please contact Gloria Day, Director, Northminster
Presbyterian Church Children’s Choirs, gjeanned@aol.com for registration forms.
Festival music will be selected based on number and age of participants.




ST MICHAEL'’S FESTIVAL CHOIR 2026

Motivated and self-driven singers of any age are invited to participate in this community
ensemble

Singers will receive scores, recordings, and part tracks. The expectation is that they learn the
music on their own, then come prepared to two or more of the rehearsals, plus the dress
rehearsal (April 29 at 6:30pm).

Performances are on May 2, 2026 at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. at St Michael’s Episcopal Church
(602 N Wilmot Rd)

The Choir will sing four pieces totaling about 25 minutes of music (music does not need to be
memorized—maybe except for one piece)

There is no fee to participate; however, singers will be asked to offer a donation of $30, or as
much as is feasible for them. Donations cover the costs of music, accompanist, and all the
instrumentalists.

The first half of the concert will be the Poulenc Organ Concerto (the instrumentalists that we
have for this piece (strings and timpani) are who we have for the choral pieces.)

More information and an online form to register is here: https://form.jotform.com/260335609037152

Dr. Chris Fresolone, Director of Music
520-886-7292
music@stmichael.net

Arizona Symphonic Winds under the direction of Laszlo Veres

3
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Chaplain’s Reflection

Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship

Lent is sometimes called the
"springtime of the soul." Here in
the northern hemisphere, Lent
comes in the springtime of the
year as well. This has led to
some beautiful theological
imagery around the growth of
seeds, awaking from winter
slumbers, and preparing to
bloom. While Easter is a more
obvious time for such imagery, with hymns like "Now
the green blade riseth," and "In the bulb there is a
flower," Lent has this going on as well. In the
Episcopal Hymnal 1982, we find hymn 149, "Eternal
Lord of love, behold your Church." There we sing: "If
dead in you [Jesus], so in you we arise, you the
firstborn of all the faithful dead; and as through stony
ground the green shoots break, glorious in
springtime dress of leaf and flower, so in the Father's
glory shall we wake." Lent is a time for growth in our
interior lives - just as seeds are waking, germinating,
and stirring under the soul, so the inward turn at
Lent, with prayer, fasting, reading of the Word, and
almsgiving to those in need are like fertilizers that
grow something inside us which is to bloom in God's
good time.

Lent is also a very busy season for church
musicians as preparations and rehearsals are
underway for our Holy Week and Easter services.
This will vary according to the tradition of the
churches you serve, but it's a busy time for all of us,
and | assure you of my prayers for you as you lead
God's people in cleansing their hearts in Lent, and
giving praise to the Risen Lord at Eastertide.

The Rev. Canon David Benedict Hedges, BSG
Rector, Saint Michael & All Angels Church
(520) 886-7292

Students may apply for a scholarship!

Established by the Southern
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in
memory of Professor Roy
Andrew Johnson, the
scholarship is available to assist
in funding organ study as
follows:

+lessons at any level through

collegiate;

«introductory organ lessons for

pianists;

+Registration fees for an educational event, including
a Pipe Organ Encounter (POE);

«for collegiate level students, registration fees for
regional and national conventions of the AGO.

«for collegiate level students, full membership in the
American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona
Chapter.

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from
$350 to $1500. For educational events, the
scholarship will cover the cost of registration.
Application forms are online at www.saago.org.

March Composcrs’ Bir‘thdags

Cl'lopin, Vivaldi, Ravel,

C.FP.E. Bach, Barber, Wolf,
Kim5k5~Korsa|<ov, Mussorgskg,

Tclcmann,
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Updated SAAGO & Member Programs

Steinway Series: Bernadette Harvey, Piano
Saturday, Mar. 21, 4 p.m.
Saint Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church

Fauré Requiem, Sanctuary Choir
Sunday, March 8, 9:45 a.m.
Northminster Presbyterian Church

Postponed:

SAAGO—Bachathon SAAGO Members’ Recital
Sunday, Mar. 22, 3 p.m.

St. Alban’s Episcopal Church

Janet Tolman with Arizona Symphonic Winds
Sunday, April 12, 3 p.m.
Christ Church United Methodist

SAAGO—How the West Was Won, Valerie Harris
Saturday, Apr. 18, 10 a.m.
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church

Dong-ill Shin, Organ

Catalina Organ Festival
Monday, Apr. 27, 7 p.m.

Catalina United Methodist Church

St. Michael’s Festival Choir
Saturday, May 2, 3p.m. &7 p.m.
St. Michael’s and All Angels Episcopal Church

SAAGO—Look, Ma, No Hands?, Using ForScore
Valerie Harris

Saturday, May 9, 10 a.m.

Catalina United Methodist Church

Youth of St. Philip’s Fundraising Concert
Saturday, May 9, 7 p.m.
Saint Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church

All the Bells and Whistles
Sunday, May 17, 3 p.m.
Christ Church United Methodist

SAAGO—Summer Social, Potluck & Business
Meeting

Sunday, June 7, 4 p.m.

Colonia Verde Clubhouse

— Endl of Season —

Italian Virginal for sale

Zuckerman virginal, built in 1984, in excellent condi-
tion, with good, solid soundboard. Inscribed with a
quote from Monteverdi's "L'Orfeo," which reads, "l am
Music which brings peace to the troubled heart."

Asking price: $1,900

Contact: Jan Flaaten, 602-670-1594
iflaaten@gmail.com

"I was obliged to be industrious. Whoever is

equally industrious will succeed equally well."
—1J.S. Bach:
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Cathedral of St. John the Divine, New York City
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Johann Sebastian Bach's manuscript of the first sheet
of his Fantasia and Fugue for keyboard in C minor.
Facsimile of the original, published in 1885.
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Patronize our advertisers

Consider underwriling a chafiler
wogram . Coitanil Dawe Jorr,
lreasurer, ot inforrmatlion and,

possibililies. . .

Support our cﬁaﬁfer with a ﬁnancia@iﬂ.

Consider underwriting a concert, making a
contribution to the general fund or to the
Johnson Scholarship Fund.

DONOR LEVELS

$500+ Tuba Mirabilis
$250-$499 Trompette
$100-$249 Diapason

$50-99 Flute Harmonique
$1-$49 Voix Humaine

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO
Mail it to

David Horr, Treasurer
P.O. Box 31511
Tucson, AZ 85751

Thank you!
Your gifts make a difference,

CHRIST CHURCH UNITED
METHODIST

655 N. Craycroft Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85711

520-327-1116
office@ccumtucson.org
www.ccumtucson.org

Organ Pipes: each pipe, whether metal or wood, is
made by hand.

Publication Information: The Cypher is a monthly newsletter published by

the Southern Arizona Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. It
is distributed to chapter members, organists of Tucson churches and
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region
(Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska,
and Oregon, as well as Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Sydney, Australia. ).

Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request a printed
version will receive The Cypher via email. Send information for
publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email skj5@cox.net. Please
type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views expressed in any of the pieces
herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern
Arizona Chapter of the AGO, its officers or members.
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