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The CYPHER 

Opening Service with Installation of New Officers 
Sunday, September 13, 4:00 p.m. 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 
2450 E. Ft. Lowell Rd.  
Dinner:  $10 per person 
 
Join us for our first event of the new season, our Opening Service of 
Worship with installation of new officers.  A brief membership meeting will 
be followed by a catered dinner prepared by Chef Andy Bruno, who has 
catered several previous—and delicious—dinners.  Dinner will culminate 
with a choice of enticing desserts.  
 
The traditional service will be led by SAAGO Chaplain, The Rev. Canon 
David Benedict Hedges, Rector, Saint Michael & All Angels Church, with 
John Brobeck, Northminster Organist and Director of Music, as service 
organist, playing the Quimby organ, which was installed in 1998.  
 
This meeting is a good start 
to the upcoming season as 
well as an opportunity to 
become reacquainted with 
your fellow chapter 
members—and to become 
acquainted with new 
members—over a delicious 
dinner provided by caterer 
Andy Bruno. Spouses, 
partners and guests are 
welcome, as are potential 
chapter members.   
 

Mark your calendar for this first meeting of the new season!  
 
Reserve your space and the number attending by 
contacting  Dee Schultz  (adschul@yahoo.com or 520-
343-5343 ) by Tuesday, September 8, at the latest.  $10 
per person, payable at the dinner.  (No charge for 
students.)  When making dinner reservations, please 
specify requests for vegetarian or vegan meals. 
  

  

Chapter & Member 
Programs at a glance 
through November 15 

 
 

SAAGO—Opening Service, 
Dinner, Business Meeting 
Sunday, Sept. 13, 4 p.m. 
Northminster Presbyterian  

Church 
Dinner:  $10 
 

SAAGO—Pedals, Pipes and 
Pizza 
Saturday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels 

Episcopal Church  
 

SAAGO—Look, Ma, No 
Hands!, Using ForScore 
Valerie Harris 
Saturday, Oct. 17, 10 a.m. 
Catalina United Methodist 

Church 
 

Woosug Kang, Organ 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 3 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  
 

18th Annual Hymn Fest 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 2 p.m. 
St. Andrew the Apostle 

Catholic Church, Sierra Vista 
 

Brahms, Ein Deutsches 
Requiem 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills 

Episcopal Church  
 

A Candlelight Concert  for 
All Saints Day  
Sunday, Nov. 1, 7 p.m. 
Chapel, Trinity Presbyterian 

Church 
 
SAAGO--Showcase Concert  
Sunday, Nov 15, 3 p.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels 

Episcopal Church  

Welcome to the SAAGO 2026-27 Season! 
Join us for the Opening Service  

 

http://www.saago.org
file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2022
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AMERICAN GUILD  
OF ORGANISTS 

SOUTHERN ARIZONA  
CHAPTER 

P.O. Box 31315 
Tucson, AZ 85751-1315 

Executive Committee 

Dean 
Raymond Ryder   
 

Sub Dean/Program Chair 
Richard Hockett 
 

Secretary 
Kathryn Snodgrass  
 

Treasurer 
David Horr  
 

Advertising 
Vacant 
 

Membership  
Lars Andersen  
 

Hospitality 
Delores (Dee) Schultz  

Editor, The Cypher 
Stardust (Dusty) Johnson  
 

Publicity 
Richard Hockett 

Member-at-Large 
Ji Sun Lee  

Member-at-Large 
Mark Stockwell  

Liaison, University of 
Arizona  
Pamela Decker 

Chaplain 
The Rev. Canon David Benedict 
Hedges, BSG 
 

To contact an Executive Committee 
member by email or phone, please 
use your membership directory.   
 

SAAGO email address:  
 

southernarizonaago@gmail.com.   
 

This email is checked by an 
Executive Committee member at 
least twice daily.  Contact members 
using email and phone numbers in 
the membership directory, which is 
not a public document.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
  

Stardust (Dusty) Johnson, Editor (skj5@cox.net) 
 

 
Submission Deadlines for the 2026-2027 season 

 are the 15th of each month. 

Advertising space available  

 Full page, $150  
Half page (horizontal), $100 
Quarter page (vertical), $75 

Quarter page (horizontal) $75  
Business card size, $75 
Website, any size,  $50 

 

 

      EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR            NATIONAL PRESIDENT          WEST REGIONAL AMBASSADOR 

          Cathy Brigham               Eileen Hunt                             Valerie Harris 
           212-870-2311              12-870-2310                    818-468-9870 

NOTE:  Chapter members are invited to submit program 
information for inclusion in THE CYPHER and online.  We 
want to include your programs!   

Please send program descriptions, along with pertinent in-
formation—title, date, location, time, brief description, cost, 
and photos—to Dusty Johnson, CYPHER editor, copying 
Richard Hockett, for inclusion online.  The information will ap-
pear in the print edition and the online edition and will also be 
included in the SAAGO website.  Material may be edited as need-
ed.  

Please email information to both Dusty Johnson and      
Richard Hockett, keeping in mind that the deadline is the 
15th of the month. 

THE CYPHER is a newsletter published by the Southern Arizona Chapter of 
the American Guild of Organists.  Articles, features, or advertisements in THE 
CYPHER do not necessarily represent the views and/or endorsements of the 
Southern Arizona Chapter of the AGO, its officers or members.  Articles may 
be edited to accommodate space and formatting requirements.  

file:///C:/Users/Dusty/Documents/AGO Cypher September 2021
file:///C:/Users/Stardust/OneDrive/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2026
file:///C:/Users/Stardust/OneDrive/Documents/AGO CYPHER September 2026
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Dear Friends and Colleagues: 

Little by little, it’s getting easier, but when I start 
composing a monthly Dean’s Message, I usually 
feel very unequal to the task. I draw some 
inspiration from what I remember about a recent 
Premier of Iceland. She felt inadequate to the 
position, but ran for election anyway, and then grew 
into her elected governmental role.  

Why Iceland here? Even though I myself haven’t 
(yet) visited, my father, a wildlife biologist (and 
ornithologist in particular) visited at least a couple of 
times. And so, I became aware of many fascinating 
aspects of that nation. As a stamp collector,  I was 
already aware of the long, 1000+ year history, and 
the relationship with Denmark, but I was fascinated 
to learn that the entire nation, at least at that time, 
had just a single phone book, and everyone was 
listed by their first name. Interestingly, they don’t 
use surnames the way we do either; I would be 
known as Raymond Ronaldsson, and my sister as 
Helen Ronaldsdottir. I might seem to ramble on, but 
if a recent national figure in Iceland could step up to 
her elected position, I should be able to compose 
my monthly Dean’s Message. 

Late this summer, I took a road trip to visit family in 
Colorado and Wyoming, and attend my high 
school’s 50-year+ Alumni Brunch. It’s basically an 
annual tradition for me to relax, to re-connect, to 
reflect, and to rejuvenate. Bear in mind, the 
population of the entire state of Wyoming (576,851 
in 2020) is less than that of Pima county 
(1,043,433), and Iceland has even fewer people 
than either (393,396). So, naturally, I very much 
look forward to each of my visits to Colorado and 
Wyoming.  

This year’s road trip, however, included a couple 
unexpected road bumps; one almost literally. Within 
a few hours of my trip, I realized that I had forgotten 
to put my laptop in the car. And then, less than an 
hour later, I encountered a heavy monsoon  

 

downpour. I had reservations for the night at the 
Best Western in Socorro, NM, and was within an 
hour of reaching my destination. But then, I noticed 
some debris on the interstate up ahead. I was 
already traveling well below the speed limit, but 
didn’t brake or swerve because of the rain. So I 
aimed to drive over the middle of the debris. It 
struck my car with some force, however, which was 
a little unnerving, but no warning lights came on, 
and I was able to keep driving. Once I arrived in 
Socorro, the rain stopped, I settled in for the night, 
and phoned my insurance company.  

Meanwhile, back to the laptop, I had decided that I 
would need to drive back to Tucson to get it. Then I 
had the brilliant idea that a friend with my house key 
could retrieve the laptop and start driving to New 
Mexico so that we could meet part way and save 
me some driving time. He had a far more brilliant 
idea: send the laptop to myself via FedEx! So he did 
that. It arrived at my hotel in Colorado a few hours 
before I did. 

To shorten this somewhat long, convoluted saga 
(notice the Icelandic reference), once I was back in 
Tucson, I followed through with my insurance 
company’s guidelines and took the car into the 
shop. Unfortunately, the insurance company 
decided that my 2014 Ford C-Max hybrid was a 
total loss. I anticipate being in a new(er) vehicle well 
before any of you are reading this, so who knows 
what I’ll be driving when I see you next? Meanwhile, 
I’m very much looking forward to  having all of this 
behind me (as well as the six deaths in less than 
four weeks that started my summer... but that’s a 
whole different saga!).  

So let’s embark upon a season of renewal, and new 
beginnings! 

Raymond T. Ryder, Dean  
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Opening Meeting/Installation of Officers 
Sunday, September 13, 4 p.m.  
 

Details on the cover.  Be sure to make your dinner 
reservation no later than Tuesday, September 8. 
 

Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Saturday, September 26, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
St. Michael All Angels Episcopal Church 
602 N Wilmot Rd. 
Free.  Registration Required 
 
This is an extraordinary opportunity for middle high 
and high school students to explore and to play a pipe 
organ—a three manual, 64 rank Aeolian-Skinner 
instrument. In addition to learning about the organ, all 
the participants get to build an actual pipe organ from 
a kit (see the photo from a previous Pedals, Pipes and 
Pizza).  And they are able to explore the inner 
workings of the instrument., receive individual 
instruction on one of 
Tucson’s finest instruments, 
have a pizza lunch and 
perform in a closing 
program.  What an 
opportunity.  Plus, this 
amazing opportunity is 
FREE.  Additional 
information is on the 
SAAGO website: saago.org/ 
(as is a registration form).   
Encourage your students to 

register for this annual 
event. 

 

 
 

Chapter and Member Programs 
 

Look, Ma, No Hands, Using ForScore 
Valerie Harris 
Saturday, October 17, 10 a.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
2700 E. Speedway Blvd. 
 

Dr. Harris presents a workshop 
on using ForScore, the sheet 
music digital app which allows 
musicians to organize their 
music libraries digitally and to 
turn pages via screen taps, 
custom gestures, or hands-free 
with a Bluetooth pedal. It also 
has practice aids which allow the 
performer to track practice time, set goals, and use 
features, such as a pitch pipe. 
 

Valerie Harris, is the recently elected AGO West 
Regional Ambassador and past dean of the Central 
Arizona Chapter.  She serves as Arts Advocacy Chair 
and Media Chair for the National Federation of Music 
Clubs. She is Associate Music Director and Organist 
at First United Methodist Church in Mesa.  In addition, 
she has a full concert schedule.    
 

 

Woosug Kang, Organ 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 3 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
3738 N Old Sabino Canyon Rd.  
 
Woosug Kang returns to Tucson to 
perform in the St. Alban’s Organ 
Concert Series.  Woosug was 
formerly director of music at St. 
Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal 
Church and an active member of 
SAAGO. Originally from New 
Zealand, he came to the U.S. and 
earned his Master of Music from 
Yale University and Doctor of 
Music from Indiana University.  He 
has performed throughout the United States, United 
Kingdom, New Zealand and Australia.  He is Director 
of Music Ministries at St. George’s Episcopal Church 
in Nashville, where he leads a nationally recognized 
program.     
 

"Woosug Kang is an extraordinary performer.  He has 
the desired mixture of technical brilliance and intense 
musicality that results in artist-level playing.  His 
recital on our series was greeted with cheers and a 
standing ovation."    — Pamela Decker, Composer/
Organist , School of Music, University of Arizona 

Building a pipe organ 

Aeolian Skinner organ, St. Michael and All 
Angels Episcopal Church 
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 Programs continued 

 
 

18th Annual Hymn Fest 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 2 p.m. 
St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church 
800 Taylor Dr, Sierra Vista 
Free, donations accepted 
 
Everyone is invited to the 18th year of 
the Sierra Vista Hymn Fest at St. 
Andrew the Apostle Parish.  St. 
Andrew’s is home to the largest pipe 
organ in Cochise County, a 1948 
Moller 3 manual, 30 rank instrument 
(1,750 pipes) which speaks into a 
large sanctuary and which has a 
superb orchestral Swell division. 
Recent upgrades include a Peterson 
Console Controller, and the 
completion of the 16' Spitzflute stop (digital) for the 
lowest 12 notes in the pedal division, a missing 
feature since its installation in 2007-08. 
 
SAAGO member Lars Andersen has been the 
organist for this event since 2008. Other chapter 
members at St Andrew's are Rebecca Williams and 
John Hill. 

 
Brahms Ein Deutsches Requiem 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church  
Free, donations accepted 
 
The St. Philip’s Choir sings the chamber version 
arranged from Brahms’ London version by Heinrich 
Poos for two pianos and timpani, featuring soloists 
Asleif Willmer, Soprano, and Andrew Stuckey, 
Baritone.  Heinrich Poos (1928-2020), arranger, was 
professor of music theory at the Berlin Hochschule 
der Künste while also having teaching assignments 
and holding guest professorships at the Berlin 
Technical University and the University of Frankfurt/
Main.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A Candlelight Concert for All Saints 
Day:   Music of Remembrance and Hope   

Sunday, Nov. 1, 7 p.m. 
Chapel, Trinity Presbyterian Church 
400 E. University Blvd. 
Free 
 
A Candlelight Concert for All Saints 
Day featuring Music of Remembrance 
and Hope.  The program takes place 
in the Trinity chapel, which houses 
the David Harris two-manual 
mechanical action organ.  This free 
program of meditative and peaceful 
music will be presented by Lynn 
Moser (piano and organ), Christine Harper (flute), 
Max Adler (oboe), soloists from the Trinity Choir, and 
handbell players from the Trinity Ringers.  
 
Join the program in person or online at  
trinitytucson.org/watch-live & facebook.com/
tpctucson.  
You  can also watch on the BoxCast app, on Roku 
TV, Apple TV & Fire TV. 

David Harris Organ, Chapel  
Trinity Presbyterian Church 

http://trinitytucson.org/watch-live
http://facebook.com/tpctucson
http://facebook.com/tpctucson
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The Organ Historical Society 
Convention 

Philadelphia, August 11-14, 2026 
 
Larry Grove and Pamela Decker attended the 70th 
anniversary convention of the Organ Historical 
Society in Philadelphia.  There were 385 attendees, 
13 outstanding venues and 15 exceptional 
performing artists during the convention.  The 
convention hotel was the Courtyard by Marriott, 
Philadelphia City Avenue, where breakfast was 
served each morning and most meals at various 
venues throughout the convention 
 
A highlight of the convention was the world 
premiere performance of one of Pamela Decker’s 
newest organ compositions:  Chaconne and Fugue 
(2025), which was written in celebration of the 
Organ Historical Society's Platinum Jubilee and 
which was performed by Ken Cowan at the Kimmel 
Center on Thursday evening. 

—-Larry Grove 
Here is a link to convention photos: 
 
https://photos.app.goo.gl/7G1DWCZTGRV8TvSf8 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Historic Christ Church 
C.B. Fisk, Inc., Opus 150 (2016)  

 
 

 2026 Convention Reports 

AGO National Convention 
St. Louis July 6-10, 2026 

 
Nearly 900 organists gathered in St. Louis for the 
AGO National Convention, held from July 6-9, with 
additional open console organ tours available on the 
10th.  The opening concert featured Jan Kraybill 
performing a program celebrating America’s 250th 
anniversary on the Principia College’s 2005 III/56 
Casavant Frères organ and joined by the Brass 
Ensemble of The United States Air Force Band of 
Mid-America.  Other notable organists performing on 
a variety of excellent instruments kept us busy 
throughout the week.   I especially enjoyed the hymn 
sing at Manchester United Methodist Church 
conducted by Mack Wilberg and featuring a large 
combined choir and orchestra and organist Richard 
Elliott playing the 2016 V/132 R.A. Colby hybrid pipe 
and digital organ.  James Thomashower was 
honored for his 28 years as Executive Director of the 
AGO.   
 
The workshops I attended were informative and well-
presented, including George Stauffer’s presentation 
focusing on his 2024 Oxford University Press book 
J.S. Bach: The Organ Works.  I also enjoyed seeing 
and visiting with other members of our Chapter, 
including Pamela Decker, Ji-Sun Lee, and Douglas 
Leightenheimer.   From my perspective, the 
convention was a rousing success and a worthwhile 
experience.   

—-Stan Kartchner 

The photo was taken in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Kirkwood (2013 III/76 Casavant Frères) 
where organist Christopher Houlihan and Soprano 
Christine Brewer regaled with a stellar program. 

https://photos.app.goo.gl/7G1DWCZTGRV8TvSf8
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Welcome New Members 
 
It’s a pleasure to welcome the following new 
members to the SAAGO chapter. Our hope is that 
they find their membership fulfilling as well as 
enjoyable as they participate in the various SAAGO 
activities focusing on organ and choral music.   

 
Be sure to seek them out and welcome 

them to SAAGO! 
 

Anne Cotten 
Marsha Foxgrover 

Lynn C. Haak 
Deborah Osborn  

Member News 

Doug Leightenheimer appointed to All 
Saints Episcopal Church, 
Beverly Hills, CA 
 
Past Dean Doug 
Leightenheimer was recruited 
to fill a one-year vacancy at 
All Saints Episcopal Church, 
Beverly Hills, serving as 
Interim Music Director.  A 
quote from the appointment 
announcement:  “You’ve 
heard Doug’s beautiful playing 
several times already 
(including at Easter services), 
and the choir has come to trust him as a gifted 
leader.”  Congratulations, Doug!!! 

 Patriotic Pipes Concert, Sierra Vista 
 
St. Andrew the Apostle Church, Sierra Vista, 
presented its fourth annual Patriotic Pipes concert on 
July 10 in celebration of our nation’s 250th 
anniversary with the theme “A Salute to America,” 
presented by the Seipp/Fickley organ and trumpet 
duo from Washington, D.C.  With an audience of 
about 180 people, the program included moving 
patriotic music performed by Todd Fickley on the 
1949 Moeller pipe organ and accompanied by Chuck 
Seipp, trumpeter, including reverent hymns sung by 
the audience.   
 
The local Knights of Columbus council provided an 
Honor Guard to present the Colors and the concert  

 
 
began with Copland’s Fanfare for the Common Man, 
followed by the National Anthem. The live music was 
synchronized to a projected video for each piece 
played, which included Shenandoah, Barber’s 
Adagio, Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue (on piano), a  
D-Day tribute, a moving rendition of Mansions of the 
Lord, America, Battle Hymn of the Republic and the 
traditional Armed Forces Salute with the active duty 
military members and veterans standing for their 
appropriate branch song.  Ther finale featured a 
rousing Sousa March and the crowd-pleasing Berlin 
favorite, God Bless America. SAAGO members 
Rebecca Williams and John Hill coordinated the 
program.   

—-John Hill 
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Recognition of SAAGO officers  
 
It's a privilege to welcome the newly elected 
members to the SAAGO Executive Committee.  Their 
election reflects the trust SAAGO places in their 
leadership, experience, and dedication to its mission 
of fostering a thriving community of musicians who 
share their knowledge and inspire passion for the 
organ.  
 

It’s also a privilege to recognize those who serve on 
the standing committees as identified below.  Without 
them, the guild could not function. 
 

Thank you to the new and re-elected SAAGO 
officers and to those who continue to serve 
on standing committees. 
 
SAAGO Elected Chapter Officers 2026-27 

 

Dean    Raymond Ryder  
Sub-dean   Richard Hockett 
Secretary   Kathryn Snodgrass  
Treasurer   David Horr  
Membership/Placement Lars Andersen  
Advertising (vacant)  
Hospitality   Delores (Dee) Schultz  
Cypher Editor  Stardust (Dusty) Johnson 
Publicity   Richard Hockett  
University Liaison  Pamela Decker  
Member-at-large  Mark Stockwell  
Member-at-large   Ji Sun Lee  

 

Standing Committees  
 

Program Committee 
Richard Hockett, Sub dean 
Jeff Hall, Chair 
Stardust (Dusty) Johnson 
Stan Kartchner 
Bill Kuhlman 
Delores Schultz 
Carolyn Smith 

 
Finance Committee 

Joyce Swinehart, Chair* 
David A. Horr, Treasurer 
Stardust (Dusty) Johnson 
Carolyn K. Smith 
Stanley J. Kartchner 
Raymond T. Ryder, Dean, SAAGO 
 

*Joyce Swinehart has relocated to Kansas City, KS, 
but will continue to chair the Finance Committee.  
Thank you, Joyce!  We miss your cheerful 
presence. 

NEEDED:  Advertising Chair 
 
Support SAAGO by volunteering 
to serve as Advertising Chair for 
the coming year.  SAAGO has 
had superb advertising chairs for 
several years whose efforts have 
helped enormously in bringing 
needed income into the chapter 
coffers, income which provides essential support.   
 
The task includes contacting current advertisers, 
receiving ad copy as well as payments and working 
with the Public Relations and Membership chairs 
and the CYPHER editor.  The work is generally 
completed over some weeks at the end of the 
preceding season..  If you can help, please 
contact Raymond Ryder, Dean, at Raymond 
Ryder <raymond4music@gmail.com> 
 
 

Chapter News 

Swallow's Nest organ, Notre-Dame Cathedral 
Strasbourg, France 
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Students may apply for a scholarship! 

Established by the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO in 
memory of Professor Roy 
Andrew Johnson, the 
scholarship is available to assist 
in funding organ study as 
follows: 
 

lessons at any level through 
collegiate;  
introductory organ lessons for 
pianists;  
Registration fees for an educational event, including 
a Pipe Organ Encounter (POE); 
for collegiate level students, registration fees for  
regional and national conventions of the AGO.   
for collegiate level students, full membership in the 
American Guild of Organists, Southern Arizona 
Chapter. 

Scholarship awards for organ study will range from 
$350 to $1500.  For educational events, the 
scholarship will cover the cost of registration.  
Application forms are online at https://saago.org/ 

Encourage your students to apply! 

Roy Johnson Memorial Scholarship Chaplain’s Reflection 

 

 

Dear SAAGO friends -  
 
Some of you know I am a 
member of the Brotherhood of 
Saint Gregory, a religious 
community of men in the 
Episcopal Church. We are 
named after Saint Gregory the 
Great, who was Pope from 590 
until his death in 604. Gregory is 

known for his work to systematize and codify the 
music of the Roman Church in his day - taking the 
existing traditions of chant and making them the 
official music of the Church. This is what became 
known as Gregorian Chant. This music is still used 
to this day in Catholic, Episcopal, and a number of 
other churches, in various ways. 
 
The BSG was founded in 1969, initially as a spiritual 
fellowship for church musicians. For this reason, St 
Gregory was chosen for the patron and namesake of 
the community - and our founder also adopted Soli 
Deo Gloria as the motto of the Brotherhood - also 
the motto of the AGO, taken from Johann Sebastian 
Bach! After several years, the Brotherhood's scope 
widened to welcome anyone who served the church, 
also in the spirit of Gregory, who was the first Pope 
to use the title Servant of the Servants of 
God. These two mottoes are our watchwords. To this 
day, among the varied ministries our brothers carry 
out, there continue to be a goodly number of church 
musicians among us. 
 
I share this with you this month because of two 
special dates in our community, both in September: 
the first is September 3, when Gregory was ordained 
a Bishop, and the second is September 15, Holy 
Cross Day, the foundation day of the Brotherhood of 
St. Gregory. I assure you all of our prayers for you in 
the SAAGO, and throughout the world of church 
music, and I ask you to pray as well for us in our 
ministries. 
 
The Rev. Canon David Benedict Hedges, BSG 
Rector, Saint Michael & All Angels Church 
(520) 886-7292 
Emails are checked Tuesday through Friday 
 

September Composers’ 

Birthdays 

 

Dvoř ák, Shostakovich, 

Schoenberg, Gershwin, 

Pachelbel, Purcell, Bruckner, 

Holst, Rameau, Cage, 

Cherubini, Meyerbeer, Pärt, J. 

C. Bach, C. Schumann, 

Milhaud, Frescobaldi, Stanford, 

Locatelli  
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Organ Exploration/Two organ-Mini Crawl, 
Open Console, Saturday, May 9 

A few pictures from May’s event which took place at 
Northminster and Catalina Methodist Churches  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Program Recaps 

Having a  relaxing meal following our  June Potluck and Business Meeting.   

Photo, Mark Stockwell   

—Photos, Delores (Dee) Schultz 
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SAAGO—Opening Service, Catered Dinner, 
Business Meeting 
Sunday, Sept. 13, 4 p.m. 
Northminster Presbyterian Church 
Dinner:  $10 
 
SAAGO—Pedals, Pipes and Pizza 
Saturday, Sept. 26, 10 a.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church  
 
SAAGO—Look, Ma, No Hands?, Using ForScore 
Valerie Harris 
Saturday, Oct. 17, 10 a.m. 
Catalina United Methodist Church 
 
Woosug Kang, Organ 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 3 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  
 
18th Annual Hymn Fest 
Sunday, Oct. 18, 2 p.m. 
St. Andrew the Apostle Catholic Church, Sierra Vista 
 
Brahms, Ein Deutsches Requiem 
Saturday, Oct. 24, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church  
 
A Candlelight Concert  for All Saints Day  
Friday, Nov. 1, 7 p.m. 
Chapel, Trinity Presbyterian Church 
 
SAAGO--Showcase Concert  
Sunday, Nov 15, 3 p.m. 
St. Michael and All Angels Episcopal Church 
 
Howells’ Requiem and Dove’s Passing of the Year 
Saturday, Jan. 9, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church  
 
David Higgs, Organ 
Sunday, Jan. 10, 3 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church  

 
SAAGO—Epiphany Party  
Saturday, Jan. 16, 1 p.m. 
Colonia Verde Clubhouse 
 
Pamela Decker, Organ 
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ Series 
Sunday, Jan. 24, 3 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, UA School of Music 
 
SAAGO—Professor Stephen Wurst presentation 
on Camil Van Hulse 
Saturday, Feb. 13, 10 a.m.,    
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
 

 
SAAGO—Bach and Friends 
Sunday, Mar. 13, 3 p.m. 
Christ Church United Methodist 
 
Aaron Krister Johnson, Well-Tempered Clavier 
Saturday, Mar. 13, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church 
 
Evensong Favorites 
Saturday, Apr. 10, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church  
 
Kimberly Marshall, Organ 
Roy Johnson Memorial Organ Series 
Sunday, Apr. 25, 3 p.m. 
Holsclaw Hall, UA School of Music 
 
Justin Appel and Friends 
Saturday, May 8, 4 p.m. 
St. Philip’s in the Hills Episcopal Church  
 
SAAGO—Members’ Recital 
Sunday, May 16, 3 p.m. 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church 
 
SAAGO—Social, Potluck & Business Meeting 
Sunday, June 6, 4 p.m. 
Colonia Verde Clubhouse 
 

 

2026-2027 SAAGO & Member Programs 

Listings include member events and are included at editor’s 
discretion and may be edited for space and style.    Information 
is subject to change.  Please check with the sponsoring 
organization. 

THE CYPHER is a newsletter published by the South-
ern Arizona Chapter of the American Guild of Organ-
ists.  Articles, features, or advertisements in THE CY-
PHER do not necessarily represent the views and/or en-
dorsements of the Southern Arizona Chapter of the 
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Patronize our advertisers 

Consider underwriting a chapter 
program .  Contact Dave Horr, 
treasurer, for information and 

possibilities. . .    

Publication Information: The Cypher is a monthly newsletter published by 
the Southern Arizona Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. It 
is distributed to chapter members, organists of Tucson churches and 
surrounding communities, and deans of all chapters in the West Region 
(Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Utah, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Alaska,  
and Oregon, as well as Singapore, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Sydney, Australia.). 

Southern Arizona Chapter members who do not request a printed 
version will receive The Cypher via email. Send information for 
publication to Stardust (Dusty) Johnson at email skj5@cox.net. Please 
type “Cypher” in the subject line. Views expressed in any of the pieces 
herein are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the Southern 
Arizona Chapter of the AGO, its officers or members. 

Support our chapter with a financial gift.  
Consider underwriting a concert, making a 
contribution to the general fund or to the 

Johnson Scholarship Fund.   

DONOR LEVELS 
 

$500+  Tuba Mirabilis 
$250-$499  Trompette 
$100-$249  Diapason 
$50-99  Flute Harmonique 
$1-$49  Voix Humaine 
 

Please make your check payable to So. AZ AGO 
Mail it to 

 

David Horr, Treasurer 
P.O. Box 31511 

Tucson, AZ 85751 
 

Thank you!   
Your gifts make a difference. 

Organ Pipes:  each pipe, whether metal or wood, is 
made by hand.  


